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2025 SUCCESS FOR THE CATS

are done. Sterile Feral also assists with a monthly
transport from Canton to alleviate the lack of
affordable neuter/spay in their area.

In addition, Sterile Feral continues its emergency
medical care program for every cat condition from
abscesses to newborn and elder care, as evidenced
by our articles on Kimchi, Chloe, Corinthian and
Stella in this issue. We hope you will enjoy reading
their stories and continue your generous support
for this life-saving work we all accomplish together.
Purrs from the cats and best wishes. Thank you!

|

Early in 2025, Sterile Feral expanded neuter/spay
surgeries to 2 nights per week in Bloomington with
the ability to sterilize 40 cats per week, 160 cats
per month and 1920 per year in Bloomington alone.
Sterile Feral still has our participating veterinarian
in Chenoa for day appointments, which adds
many fo our yearly total. These services are for
all cats—tame house or barn, feral city or feral
barn cats.

Sterile Feral has produced large colony successes
this year in various Bloomington/Normal trailer

courts and small towns due to ambitious people
willing to do the work for TNR (trap-neuter-return)
with ferals or simply bringing in loose tame cants
for neuter/spay. Too often people just dump cat
food out for the many they see but do nothing to
stop reproduction. Much praise is due to these
residents who do the work, get the cats to Sterile
Feral and accomplish a bit of greatness. A few small
towns impacted by this work in 2025 are Carlock, El
Paso and MInonk, with select determined residents
sticking with it unfil the last cats in the colonies

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS TREE CAT FOOD DRIVE DEC. 1-31 2025 Sterile Feral's Christmas Food Drive for the Cats is being held at Kruger Animal
Hospital, 1215 Holiday Dr in Bloomington. Please leave your food donations at their lobby Christmas tree from 7 am - 5:30 pm Monday through Friday and
8 am - 12 pm on Saturdays. The cats gratefully ask for Purina Complete dry in blue bag or Purina One and Friskies canned pate or shredded
in any flavor. Please omit the brands with many different colors as the dye can cause health problems for the cats. The need grows larger and more
desperate every year. Thank you for your generous donations!

2026 DINNER & SHOPPING EVENT Please watch for notification of a Spring or Fall dinner in 2026 to be held at the Knights of Columbus Hall
in Bloomington. If you enjoy delicious food and heavenly homemade desserts at a reasonable price along with fun shopping, please plan to attend. The
cats need your support!

BLOOMINGTON CAT SHOW Sterile Feral may be a vendor at the local cat show held in early March 2026 at the Bloomington Fairgrounds. Please
watch for updates on this event and plan to visit and shop with us while admiring all the beautiful cats!
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GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD

As announced on page 1, Sterile Feral has expanded to 2 surgery nights per
week this year in Bloomington with the potential to sterilize all cats in central
llinois for people who will contact us. DO NOT rely on comments posted
anywhere but the Sterile Feral Fucebook page or website. Wrong information
is often posted on other local fb pages by people who have never been clients
or who are not even associated with Sterile Feral. We want everyone to feel
welcome to call or email Sterile Feral directly and do not rely on misleading
information which may discourage people from seeking cat assistance. By
calling and emailing directly you will receive accurate information on our
surgeries and how to schedule them, in addition to TNR (trap-neuter-return)
instructions. Many people are still having kittens unnecessarily, often having
many litters before calling us. So please help spread the word everywhere
you can that Sterile is here to help, not judge and that we have extensive
access to surgeries. There is little to no waiting for appointments. Anyone in
Bloomington/Normal and central Illinois can use this service and if everyone
with cats did use it, we would all see a much-improved situation. Cat health
and safety would be evident; areas with many loose and hungry cats would
diminish and eventually disappear; area shelters and animal control would
not be flooded with cats and kittens constantly; all trailer courts would not
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be crowded with loose cats people complain about and want to destroy, and
people would not be giving cats and kittens to strangers online who might
use them to feed snakes and be torn apart by vicious dogs. The cruelty and
suffering are all interconnected to overpopulation. Everyone can neuter/spay
if they want o and everyone has the power to impact this life-threatening
issue. It is within reach but people must take action and do it. It does not
have to feel overwhelming. Each person sterilizes cats in their own home.
Each person and their neighbors do TNR on cats they feed outside until a
whole neighborhood or trailer court is done. Active sterile Feral volunteers
cannot go fo every fown and city, to every trailer court and neighborhood
to do this for everyone. It takes community members everywhere to step
up and help solve the problem. January and February are the main mating
months to produce Spring kittens so do not wait until it's too late. Please
be a helper and not a complainer. Call 309.663.4406 to leave a message or
email: sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com today. Thank you!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman



HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Honor of Lynne Rice. Larry & Karen Apfelbaum

In Memoriam of Marie Stahl, my mother, who wanted to adopt
every stray who crossed her path.  Syvia Penrod

In Memory of my brother: Craig Steven Corley—deceased
September 2024. Crystal Corley-Shoger

In Memory of Mary Ann Moore and Audrey Harp.  Mary A Leach

In Honor of Sterile Feral for helping so may kitties. Cheryl
Hitzner

In Honor of Oliver and in Memory of all the Helling kitties. Bruce
& Diana Helling

In Memory of our Sweet "Kitty Boy" Toby. Anita & Charles Crowe
In Memory of "Ducky" Rauhe (cat).  Mike & Cathy Nalewajka
In Honor of Nancy Freitag's birthday. Karen Williams

In Memory of Darrell Brommer. Megan & Robert Tromp

In Honor of Dr Bill Somers & Dr Sadie Riegler at Americana Animal
Hospital. Robert & Megan Tromp

In Loving Memory of Lucky "Charm", Missy the "Turtle Dove", Billy
the cat and her kitten Snowy, Goldie, Tigger and Felix. ~ Terry &
Dewi White

In Memory of Snickers (cat—age 19 and Charlie (dogl—age 19.
Bev Golianis

In Memory of Sassy, rescued 21 years ago in Bloomington by our
dear friends The Albees.  John & Cindy Costello

In Memory of Bud. Larry & Karen Apfelbaum

In Memory of Pauline Sohn. Dianne Mowrer

In Honor of all the cats who have shared their lives with me
starting with Socks when | was a child. ~ David Bradbury

In Honor of Nancy Freitag's birthday.  Lori Toler

In Memory of Cali-Jo, beautiful and feisty Maine Coon, found living
by apartment swimming pool in 2007 Georgia. Later moved with
me to IL; had many adventures; loved meeting friends while leash

walking. Early am July 4, 2024 she crossed the Rainbow Bridge.
Very missed by human and cat friends. ~ Susan Elliott

In Memory of Gary Bounds.  Sarah Smith

In Memory of Mary Kidd.  Teri Kidd

To Honor the Sterile Feral workers (volunteers change lives!) for
their heartfelt, tireless efforts to help the helpless. ~ Karen Patton

In Honor or Mr T. In Memory of Toonces, Felix, Spitfire, Sir Winston
Spats and Sylvester. Amy & Joe Menius

In Memory of Pauline Sohn. Judith & Eugene Schlueter
In Memory of Verna Edwards. David & Cheryl Bach
In Honor of Lori Toler's birthday. Nancy Freitag

In Memory of my feral cat colony no longer here. They were all
loved. Cheryl Hitzner

In Honor of Noodles. Charles & Anita Crowe
In Memory of Sue Barkmeier. Barbara Ellis

In Memory of my dear furbabies—pPumpkin, Boo, Shadow, Goldie,
Blondie and Bitsy. Barb Humphrey

In Memory of Molly and Tony. Jim & Mary Kruger
In Memory of Kitty Cat, Pepper and Pixie. Mary Whalen
In Memory of Lee Toler, brother of Lori Toler. Sherill Reichter

In Memory of Lee Toler who loved and took care of many stray
cats. Nancy Freitag

WILLS & BEQUESTS

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of PO Box
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax 1D 37-1397303.
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KIMCHI GROWS UP

Current photos show our little guy grows bigger
and more handsome every day. He has received
neuter surgery and all vaccines through Sterile
Feral. His mom reports he is loving and cuddly
but has developed a wild kitten streak at this
age that wants to play like crazy. Kimchi has a
human "brother" so he and the kitten play for
hours and keep each other occupied. The elderly
tortie in photo does NOT want to play but allows
him a snuggle now and then. This is a wonderfully
happy ending to what could have been another
abandoned newborn catastrophe. To help with
Kimchi's veterinary care and show support for
all these at-risk kittens out there, please donate

today. Thank you!
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CHLOE & CORINTHIAN

From the innocent newborns to the elderly
abandoned cats who have been through neglect
and terror, Sterile Feral helps all cats who come
to our attention and have people willing and able
to commit to them. Recently, two elderly, resilient
cats from different circumstances came to Sterile
Feral for medical assessment and treatment.
Both cats are in their teen years with age-related
health issues, such as kidney function and dental
problems. But their conditions also showed that
good prognoses were possible with medical care,
good food, and love.

Chloe, the tortie, appeared outside a mobile home
in a trailer court as a very friendly tame cat who
desperately wanted to come inside as the nights
were getting colder. She was very thin and flea
infested. Her eyes are showing signs of age, but
she can still see. The veterinary exam revealed
dehydration, impaired kidney function, malnutri-
tion, and an abscessed tooth. She appeared to be
spayed. The first priority with Chloe was to stabilize
her overall condition in order to deal with the rest.
Chloe had chosen wisely and picked a person who

CORINTHIAN

Corinthian came to his person through an identity
mix-up, but his new mom wants him, and she is
the only person he wants at this point. He was
originally found outside, hiding in a garage, and
terrified. One reason he frightens so easily is
that he is completely blind. He was also thin and
FIV+ with moderate kidney and dental issues.

Corinthian had a stay af the vet clinic for antibiotic
treatment, and he is eating and drinking well on
his own. He is home now, bonding with his new
mom and loves to rub on her face and hands to
claim her as his own. He also loves gentle ear
rubs but must hear and feel her, or he is easily
startled. He loves hearing her voice and the gentle
skin-to-fur contact. He was an intact male, so once
stable, he was able to receive a neuter surgery.
Even though blind, he is growing accustomed to
his indoor surroundings and is even able to get
on and off the bed by himself!

Both Chloe and Corinthian were obviously
abandoned, and both needed time to heal and trust
again. Due to their weakened physical conditions
and age, it is most fortunate they were taken inside
to live before winter. Both cats required extensive
blood testing and antibiotics as the first course of

would take her in and take care of her, with Sterile
Feral supplying the medical care. She received
fluids for dehydration and antibiotics for a mouth
infection. The infected canine tooth was able to
be removed easily. Chloe is experiencing some
bladder inflammation, which requires medication,
but she is eating and drinking well and appears
happy and comfortable as a housecat. She has also
gained half a pound! That may not seem like much
weight, but it shows up nicely on her petite frame.

examination and treatment. Their veterinary bills
have been significant. Future dental procedures
may follow as safety permits. Anyone believing
these elderly cats deserve to live their remaining
years in comfort and safety, please donate today
to show your support. Thank you!
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CATERPILLAR MATCHING FUND

Employees needing direction on how to do this should seek
instruction from their supervisor. Retirees are allowed to
match 1:1. Active employees are allowed to match 2:1 or
3:1 as Caterpillar directs. This increased matching only
takes place for a limited time, usually the last week in
November and only lasts until funds run out. Employees
wanting the increased match must act quickly, early on the
day it is announced open as the funds are used up fast.
Sterile Feral is exceptionally grateful to any employee
and retiree that matches in any amount.

PAYPAL GIVING FUND

Sterile Feral is eligible for grant money from PayPal Giving
Fund when generous donors recommend us on PayPal,
eBay, GoFundMe, CrowdRise, Airbnb, Humble Bundle &
other online platforms. These funds do add up! Many
thanks to all who use these and please keep doing so for
Sterile Feral and the cats.

DONATE/RECYCLE PROGRAM

Alter Trading Company - 309-828-6084

501 E. Stewart Bloomington, IL 61701

Anyone depositing aluminum at this location can request
their money be donated to Sterile Feral Foundation. Sterile
Feral will receive 5 cents extra per pound. Currently, the
price per pound is 40 cents. This will vary in the future.
Please notify the office staff at Alter Trading Co. if you
would like to take part in this program. Sterile Feral is
already enrolled. Thank you for helping the cats and for
recycling!
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COUNTRY FINANCIAL MATCHING PROGRAM MAY

NOW BE APPLIED TO STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Country Financial will match up to $500.00 per employee,
per year.

This program applies to Country Financial lllinois Farm
Bureau and IAA Credit Union employees only (retirees
are not eligible).

All personal donations must be $25.00 or more.

Once employees make a personal contribution, they need
to fill out Country Financial internal Match Giving form.
All matching donations will be done via online giving.
Doubling your donations to Sterile Feral through these
programs has been great for much-needed funds. Please
participate today!



STELLA

This lovely 4-year-old tabby lady did not show signs
of illness until she began producing bloody urine all
around the house. An exam and x-rays af another
veterinarian showed bladder stones, and she needed
a spay, which would have come at a very high price.
Seeking help elsewhere, her person contacted Sterile
Fera,l and we were able to quickly provide surgery.
Having 2 serious conditions, Stella must have been
in more pain than anyone realized. Our surgery
report revealed she had multiple bladder stones,
one of which was the size of a marble.

She also had o condition we have discussed
before—pyometra—the common uterine
infection, and hers was extensive. Stella provides
another lesson for everyone. In addition to the risk
of kittens, every heat cycle puts your cat closer to
mammary cancer later or pyometra at any age.

Spay all females at 4 months of age or as soon as
you adopt any cat over that age. Stella's person
reports she is the sweetest, most lovable cat who
is now super playful and cuddly. Her surgery was
intricate and expensive, even with our affordable
rates. If you support Sterile Feral's ability to
provide complex and life-saving surgeries like this
in addition to routine neuter/spay, please donate
today. Stella would not be here now without us.
Thank you!
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THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
P.0. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

NAME : i
ADDRESS: |
CITY: STATE: ZIP;
PHONE: E-MAIL: §

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
] An email thank you letter will be fine. [_] No receipt for my gift is needed.

[] Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

: LI Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.



