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THE SUFFERING CAN END

As we approach the end of our memorable 25th
year, Sterile Feral Foundation is grateful for the
wonderful support that has enabled us to help so
many thousands of cats over the years. This is an
enduring legacy for central lllinois and beyond, in
that people sometimes drive long distances for our
caring, professional and fair services needed for
their cats. Residents have faced difficult financial
circumstances in many areas of life and veterinary
care and cat food are among these escalating
with high prices. Sterile Feral is here to provide
low-cost neuter/spay and medical care for all cats
who need it—tame housecats, barn cats and feral
cats. Over the years, we have evolved into a more

inclusive group for all cats because the need is
great and the goal is worthy. All unneutered and
unspayed cats contribute to overpopulation crisis
and to the overburdened shelter systems that
grow fuller and more overwhelmed every year.
All unspayed and unneutered cats are at greater
risk for serious and fatal diseases like cancer
and life-threatening injuries if allowed to roam
outside. These same cats are at greater risk for
abuse and abandonment when their caretakers
and neighbors become angry and frustrated af
behavior the cats cannot control, such as heat
cycles, mating, endless kittens, spraying and
fighting. No cat needs to suffer from any of this.

The solutions are clear and affordable. Spay and
neuter all cats over 4 months of age—inside,
outside and feral. The suffering can stop if people
will do this. The breeding, suffering, abandonment
and deaths are all connected. Readers can be
helpers, not only with your generous support
but also by doing this yourself and sharing this
information with everyone you know. The suffering
can end and Sterile Feral is here to help as we have
heen for the last 25 years. Call or refer people to
309.663.4406 for advice and services or email us
at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com. We are
here to help anyone who wants to ensure health,
safety and longevity for their cats and all cats.
Thank you!

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS TREE CAT FOOD DRIVE DEC. 1-31 2024 Sterile Feral's Christmas Food Drive for the Cats is being held at Kruger Animal
Hospital, 1215 Holiday Dr in Bloomington. Please leave your food donations at their lobby Christmas tree from 7 am - 5:30 pm Monday through Friday
and 8 am - 12 pm on Saturdays. The cats gratefully ask for Purina Complete dry in blue bag or Purina One and Friskies canned pate or
V KUH G G H G. Pleatp ond 1@ bralsDvid{ iy different colors as the dye can cause health problems for the cats. The need for cat food is

greater than ever. Many thanks for your donations!

SPRING 2025 DINNER & SHOPPING EVENT Please watch for notification of a Spring Dinner to be held at Knights of Columbus. We may change

to 1 dinner per year in 2025 and unsure if it will be spring or fall. , 1 \RX HQMR\ WKHVH HYHQWYV DQG \RXL

to you, please plan to attend. Food and desserts will be delicious!
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GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD

Sterile Feral is featuring 4 cats this holiday season although we have assisted
many more in 2024 with neuter/spay and medical care. These 4 cats share
what many of our feline clients do: abandonment, neglect, injury and
illness—often severe. They now have comfortable, safe lives due to kind
intervention by residents and medical care from Sterile Feral Foundation. This
shows that happy endings do happen, but only when people care enough to
intervene on their behalf and make it happen. This requires not only good
intentions, but most importantly, action. The right action for the situation.
Sterile Feral is here to help provide that action.

We hope you will enjoy reading about Jaffe, Milo, Buddy and Percy. Abandon-
ment is a deliberate, cruel betrayal of the cats' trust and welfare. It is as
damaging and irresponsible to their lives as is lack of neuter/spay and
medical care. Abandonment puts thousands of cat lives in danger every
year and is indeed one of the main causes of cat suffering and death. All
of us must be their protectors by assisting any cats in distress that become
known to any of us. Sterile Feral people cannot be everywhere to know of
every situation. Anyone who cares about cats must be helpers. Contact @
group in your local area or contact Sterile Feral in central lllinois. We are
the light that shines here, giving hope and help to thousands. Best wishes
to everyone for a safe and successful 2025!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman

2 THE FERAL FIXATION | FALL/WINTER 2024



HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of Niles.  John Foster

In Loving Memory of Missy, who arrived at the Rainbow Bridge
after 20 years of a long life. She is with her soulmate, Lucky Charm
again in Heaven. They were our first 2 rescued stray cats who have
changed our hearts forever. We love you all. ~ Terry & Dewi White

In Memory of Sharon Tallon. Sharon was a grand lady who dearly
loved cats.  Christine Gruber
In Memory of Jeannie and Webber.  Mike & Cathy Nalewajka

In Loving Memory of all the Helling kitties, indoor and outdoor.
Bruce & Diane Helling

In Memory of Sophie (Sophia).  Helen Gasdorf
In Honor of Lori Toler's birthday.  Nancy Freitag

In Memory of the kitties in my feral colony that have passed.
Cheryl Hitzner

In Memory of my Dad—who took in many feral cats and kittens,
and my Mom who continues. And my Aunt Kris who also feeds/
cares for the orphans.  Sheri Heusel

In Loving Memory of Rusty and Angelo. Pauline Sohn
For Gypsy—~Gone hut not forgotten.  David Bradbury
In Honor of Mike Kruk. Paul & Kim Otte

In Memory of Patricia D. Wieland.

Kathy Alexander

In Loving Memory of our sweet kitty boy, Toby. ~ Anita & Charlie
Crowe

In Memory of Judy and Schuyler Balding. Tammie Hildreth

In Honor of Karyn Groseth's birthday, 2.11.24.  Nancy Freitag

In Memory of our sweet Dusty, 6.16.24.  Nick & Theresa
Henkelman

In Honor of Lynne Rice. Larry & Karen Apfelbaum

In Memoriam of Marie Stahl, my mother, who wanted to adopt
every stray who crossed her path.  Sylvia Penrod

Remembering Tackett who crossed the Rainbow Bridge on
November 29, 2023, 2 years to the day that we lost his brother,
Rookie. He was a bright extroverted boy, a loving fellow with a
playful attitude. His favorite toy was a small stuffed bear that he
carried eveywhere. He left a grieving brother and littermate. He
was always a bright spark and our hearts were broken when his
was stopped.

Adrienne & Fred Hahn

WILLS & BEQUESTS

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will

ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of PO Box
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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MILO

Sterile Feral took custody of Jaffe due to his
medical concerns. He is an older guy at about
9 years of age, with numerous medical needs
such as glucose control medication and special
food requirements. Jaffe is a major cuddle bug
but will need life-long medical care. We can only
imagine how difficult and terrifying it was for
this sweet, affectionate cat fo be abandoned in a
trailer court. He spent many years outside without
proper, reliable food and fighting with other male
cats, which produced wounds and his permanently
unique ear. All of Jaffe's medical care has been
provided by Sterile Feral, including neutering, flea
and worm treatment, blood glucose medication,
special dietary food, and much more. This has
been ongoing for several years since his rescue
from outside in the trailer court and will be in
life-long care. Getting another tame neglected
cat off the street and into a loving, safe home
has been expensive but is always worth it. Please
donate to support Juffe's past, present, and future
medical needs. He would not and will not be alive
without them. These are vital to keep him healthy
and happy for the rest of his life.

Darling little Milo was under a car screaming for
help. His rescuers could hear him before they
could see him. He was too frightened to come
to them so they came up with an ingenious idea.
They used kitten cries from their phones to entice
him closer and were finally able to get ahold of
him. Milo needed veterinary care immediately
and Sterile Feral assisted. An exam revealed he
had numerous burn wounds to his body and all 4
paw pads. The veterinarian suspected these were
from chemical burns or from a car engine since
he was found in distress under a car. It did not
appear to be deliberate abuse. Medical care for
Milo included soaking all 4 paws in a medicated
bath plus wound care for his body given along
with antibiotics and pain meds. He also needed
the usual flea and worm treatment along with a
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blood test for FIV and feline leukemia, which was
negative. Little Milo was only 7 to 8 weeks old so
a neuter will come later. His rescuer adopted him
and reports he is eating and recovering well. A
veterinarian re-check showed he is fully healed
from his wounds and is a happy, healthy kitten.
His Mom reports he plays and fits in well with the
family. We wish them many wonderful years ahead.




BUDDY

This handsome guy with the sweet face was found
in a trailer court by some kind folks who were
feeding him. He is estimated to be quite the elderly
gentleman who was apparently abandoned outside
at some time in his life and had to survive the best
he could for many years. Buddy began to limp
on his front paws and his feeder could smell the
warning of infection. Sterile Feral assisted with his
veterinary care which consisted of bloodwork, a
neuter and surgery to his paws. Several claws were
so overgrown info his pads with severe infection
that the veterinarian had to remove partial toes
and claws to enable the wounds to heal and resolve
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the infection. Buddy must have been in pain for
some time since it takes time for claws to embed
that deeply into pads. He is also FIV+ and was
shockingly thin. He is living inside with his feeders
now. We can see he is looking good and showing off
his ear tip even though he is a beloved housecat
enjoying comfy beds, good food, healthcare and a
warmer winter than ever before. Nothing is better
than seeing a senior cat with a rough past living
his remaining years in safety and comfort. We
love helping this happen! Please show your love
for Buddy and all the forgotten senior cats in our
future by making a donation today.

e, oS



CATERPILLAR MATCHING FUND

Employees needing direction on how to do this should
seek instruction from their supervisor.

PAYPAL GIVING FUND

Sterile Feral is eligible for grant money from PayPal Giving
Fund when generous donors recommend us on PayPal,
eBay, GoFundMe, CrowdRise, Airbnb, Humble Bundle &
other online platforms. These funds do add up! Many
thanks to all who use these and please keep doing so for
Sterile Feral and the cats.

DONATE/RECYCLE PROGRAM

Alter Trading Company - 309-828-6084

501 E. Stewart Bloomington, IL 61701

Anyone depositing aluminum at this location can request
their money be donated to Sterile Feral Foundation. Sterile
Feral will receive 5 cents extra per pound. Currently, the
price per pound is 40 cents. This will vary in the future.
Please notify the office staff at Alter Trading Co. if you
would like to take part in this program. Sterile Feral is
already enrolled. Thank you for helping the cats and for
recycling!
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COUNTRY FINANCIAL MATCHING PROGRAM MAY

NOW BE APPLIED TO STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Country Financial will match up to $500.00 per employee,
per year.

This program applies to Country Financial lllinois Farm
Bureau and IAA Credit Union employees only (retirees
are not eligible).

All personal donations must be $25.00 or more.

Once employees make a personal contribution, they need
to fill out Country Financial internal Match Giving form.
All matching donations will be done via online giving.
Doubling your donations to Sterile Feral through these
programs has been great for much-needed funds. Please
participate today!

PINS ARE BACK IN!

Handmade fun jewelry for sale. 3 Christmas tree pins with
darling cats in front, 5 Christmas themed cat pins without
trees. 9 cat pins without Christmas theme, earrings in
assorted colors—10 with French hooks, 2 cat faced with
posts. Price range $4 - $8. Photos will appear in color on
our Facebook page & website. Please call 309.663.4406 or
email: sterileferalfoundation@gamil.com with questions
& orders. Thank you!




Adorable little Percy began feeding with a colony of
other kittens when it became apparent something
was wrong with his tail and he needed medical care.
A Sterile Feral person trapped him immediately
and although he was spicy at first, he settled in
quickly and began loving her gentle attention. An
exam revealed a tail with multiple open wounds that
needed staples and observation for healing. The
seeping wounds healed but it became clear to our
veterinarian that the tail needed to be amputated.
There was a lower spinal injury in addition to the
open wounds and the tail would never be functional,
so would need to be removed. That amputation has
taken place and Percy is in the process of healing
from that and doing well. However, in the middle of
this recovery a new back wound revealed that he
needed another surgical repair on a vertebra. Percy
is now a darling bobtail cat, recovering nicely from

all medical procedures and fitting in perfectly with
the family cats in his indoor, forever home. His Mom
reports he is sweet, gentle and playful, plus a bit
wild sometimes and they don't know how they would
ever live without him. To some stranger he was
probably a neighborhood nuisance to be disposed
of, but in a loving home he is priceless. Here he is
showing off his cone which matches his eyes. To
help with Percy's surgeries and medical expenses
provided by Sterile Feral, please click on his donate
button. This is yet another success story for the
injured, suffering and abandoned cats. Assisting
and saving one cat life at a time soon becomes
thousands. Best wishes to Percy and his family for
many years to come. Click on his donate button or
send your gift. Thank you!
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THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
P.0. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

NAME : i
ADDRESS: |
CITY: STATE: ZIP;
PHONE: E-MAIL: §

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
] An email thank you letter will be fine. [_] No receipt for my gift is needed.

[] Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

: LI Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.



