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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Promoting the Humane Management of Feral Cat Colonies

IN REMEMBERENCE OF JIMMY

It was with great sorrow that Sterile Feral lost
kitten Jimmy to a seizure in September 2023. We
had such hope for a successful liver shunt surgery
and a long life ahead for him and his family. It was
a heart-breaking loss for all, but especially for his
Mom who loved him so dearly and completely.
Some people might tend to think it is better to
not get so involved with the sick kittens and cats
as they may not live long. But isn't it much better
for someone to have really known him before he
died? To be able to know his unique personality
and to love him for that? This is what Sterile Feral
believes. It would have been much sadder for him
to be just another starving, parasite-ridden kitten

who would die alone eventually without anyone
knowing him at all. He did not even have a cat
family to comfort him in his weak condition. He
was totally alone. How much better it is for him
and all of us to know his endearing personality; his
total charm, his devotion to his Mom, his learning
to play and cuddle with the other cats, and his
loving need to see his Mom's face when they slept.
How much would have heen missed to have never
known this wonderful kitten! So thanks, Jimmy—it
was a pleasure to know and love you. You have
given us more in that tiny body than we could ever
have known possible and we will love you forever.
It was worth everything to try to save your life.
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In this issue, read also about Sterile Feral and
supporters helping Sammy, Emma, Mattie and
Fluffy. All of their lives are worthwhile. We are
privileged to be here to intervene on their behalf
for their survival and life enhancement through
veterinary care and neuter/spay.

Sterile Feral continues to provide high volume
neuter/spay in addition to emergency veterinary
care each month. On average, about 100 cats
receive sterilizations per month or at least 1200
per year. There is no other organization in this
area devoted to cat care only, both for neuter/
spay and veterinary care. Please remember this
when donating in order to give cats the care and
respect they deserve. Their lives depend on it.
Thank you from all at Sterile Feral Foundation!

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS TREE CAT FOOD DRIVE -- Sterile Feral will be collecting cat food at Kruger Animal Hospital, 1215 Holiday Dr. Bloomington during
the month of December. Food may be placed there in the cat waiting area of lobby from December 1 - 31,2023 during their office hours of 8 am to 5:30
pm weekdays & 8 am to 12 noon on Saturdays. PURINA COMPLETE DRY IN THE BLUE BAG OR PURINA ONE, PLUS FRISKIES WET PATE OR
SHREDS ARE PREFERRED. With the high cost of cat food, the need is greater than ever at this time. Thank you for any food you can donate!

SPRING 2024 DINNER & SHOPPING EVENT -- Sterile Feral will be planning a dinner for late April or early May at the Knights of Columbus

Hallin Bloomington. We hope for an Italian dinner menu this time along with our delicious homemade desserts. Please plan for a great food and shopping

experience in the Spring!
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GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD

Happy and safe feral cat colonies do exist. Much of this depends on their
location and level of care. Many colony cats live well into their teens if all
are sterilized so stability exists and neighbors are not complaining, and all
cats have ample food, unfrozen water and quality shelters available. Happy
colony cats look like the accompanying photos.

Problems arise when residents neuter/spay only a few cats or "only do the
females because the males don't have kittens". Sometimes residents only
want to neuter the males, thinking the females will not get pregnant. The
females will certainly get pregnant. As soon as they go into heat, males
will arrive from all over to mate and will do so. Not only does this create
more kittens, but also fighting and injuries among the males. Residents
may sterilize a few cats then tire of the process so the colony continues to
grow, becoming more out of control and overwhelming. Neighbors become
agitated when this happens and are more likely to complain, call animal
control or harm the cats themselves.

Some people tell us we are failing by not coming to every neighborhood in
every city or town and doing all the TNR (trap-neuter-return) work for them.
There will never be enough volunteers in any non-profit group to do all of
that. Residents who care about the cats must be our helpers. If you even
have a low-cost provider group in your area at all, you are indeed lucky.
Most cities, towns and rural areas do not and the people who do care and
want to help must drive great distances to find any affordable neuter/spay
services at all. Sterile Feral works very hard to make the money to pay the
veterinary hills that provide this service for so many. But we cannot do
everything for everyone. The best action residents can take if they want to
help cats in their areas are these:

1. Contact Sterile Feral or a TNR group close to you as soon as you
consistantly see cats in your area for advice on how to proceed.

2. Make arrangements with Sterile Feral or your local group to begin making
appointments for TNR or for bringing tame cats in for neuter/spay.

3. Work through your TNR group to get ALL cats, male and female, sterilized
and do not stop until they are all done.

4. Provide as good quality of food as you can afford, water available at
all times and quality shelters. Sterile Feral or other groups can advise
on shelters if needed.

5. Realize thisis a long term commitment. These cats may live a long time
with good care. Abandoning them is not an option.

Some people worry needlessly that every cat must be a housecat to be

safe and comfortable. This is not true. Most ferals will never want to be
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housecats. However, they may like to be garage, barn or "shop" cats if you
have these buildings and give them the opportunity. If a person can get a
tame cat off the street and into their own home for adoption, that is great.
We can help you do that. But leaving the feral colonies in place with their
family members and colony mates in their safe territories and providing
quality food, water and shelter is the absolute best you can do to preserve
and enhance their lives. The cats become very honded with each other and
also with their caretakers. Please remember these happy, healthy and safe
cats in these photos. Your neighborhood or barn cats can look like this too.
Thank you from every feral who wants to stay where they are and NOT end
up in some shelter or animal control facility.

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman




HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of Ernest Harrison Jr. who loved cats.
- Debbie Walton & Jan Dosen

In Memory of Ernest Harrison Jr.
- Mary Diane Hocker

- Kenneth & Billie Perry

- Karla & Richard Schultz

- Joanne Rowe

- Mary Jo & Mark Rieger

- Kathleen & James Stahly

- Judy & Jeffrey Wahls

- Melinda Galeaz

- Kathy & Mark Haag

- Debra & Glenn Allen

- Julie & David Dawson

- Judith & John Szabo

- Carla & Gregory Jurgenson
- Brad & Elizabeth Melton

In Memory of my wonderful cats, all 7. In Honor of Taffy.
- Peggy Hapgood

In Honor of Heidi Bowman who rescued our sweet Inka 15 years
ago. - Carol & Mark Cabaj

In Memory of "Mother" Cat—nbeloved cat of Keith & Peg
Clifford. - Cathy Nalewajka

In Honor of Kathie & the vet—all Sterile Feral helpers. In Honor
of sweet Meowzer. Thanks. - Annie Carlock

In Memory of my babies: Goldie, Tigger, Grumper, Blondie, Bitsy,
Boo, Shadow & Punkin. - Barb Humphrey

In Memory of Butter, a 19 year old yellow guy who especially
loved my hushand, Jim & our granddaughter, Daniela.
Sally Bulkley Pancrazio

In Memory of my Dad—cat rescuer & my Mom, Norma who
continues the cat rescuing.  Sheri Heusel

In Memory of Emilys (1,2 & 3) & in Honor of Gypsy. David

Bradbury
Tom, we miss you. Funniest kitty ever. ~ Mary A. Leach
In Honor of Karyn Groseth's birthday.  Nancy Freitag

In Loving Memory of Papa Anderson from his daughter &
grandchildren. - Robin Duffy

In Memory of Dozer, who loved watching crime shows. - Juck & Bear

In Loving Memory of our very 1st cat Lucky "Charm", a stray
who had found his home with us; of Billy—one tough mama cat
& Felix & Tigger whose lives were cut very short. We loved you
all. - Terry & Dewi White

In Memory of Marie Stahl.
- Jim & Sally Tipton

- David Caparelli

- Pamela Frishy

- GA & BJ Meyer

- Cheryl Abernathy

- Sylvia & Joe Penrod

- Amy Welch

- MarJac Creations

- Rachel McFarland

In Memory of Edith Albright. - Lynne Westerfield
In Memory of my husband, Thomas M. Sohn. - Pauline Sohn

In Memory of Peanut, Chauncy, B.C. & Buttercup. - Bev Golianis

Dr. Randall Hamlow was a true angel in the animal care world.
His compassion combined with his veterinary skills provided
many animals with the opportunity to live full and happy lives.
He worked with pet owners to keep their costs reasonable, often
waiving cost of services for rescued animals and even took in
disabled animals as his personal pets. Randy is missed and we
are thankful to have known him. - Steve Konwinski

In Loving Memory of Lucky "Charm"--our first cat (1999 - 2016) &
of Missy the "Turtle Dove" (2004 - 2023), whom we have lost on
7.11.23. They did a very good job sneaking into our hearts to teach
us to love cats, especially the stray ones. - Terry & Dewi White

WILLS & BEQUESTS

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of PO Box
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax 1D 37-1397303.
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SAVING FLUFFY'S LIFE

Fluffy had been someone's feral colony cat for
years. She and a female companion cat arrived
at a new feeder's location already ear-tipped
and spayed and took up residence there and a
feeding routine for the last 3 years. The 2 cats
were quite bonded and everything went along fine.
One disturbing day this year, Fluffy appeared but
she was weak and obviously ill. She ate and drank
less until she stopped completely. Her concerned
caretakers called Sterile Feral for help in getting
a live trap and veterinary care. They were able fo
trap her soon as her condition steadily worsened.
Fluffy is a long-haired cat so they could not easily
see much but she was limping on a hind leg. The
veterinary exam revealed a horrifying injury of
undetermined origin. Her left hind leg was what
the veterinarian called "degloved" from the knee
down. That meant all outer layers of fur and skin

had been stripped away showing only some muscle
and bone, which was heavily infested with maggots.
She was also severely dehydrated and the vet was
not sure she would live through this. Besides giving
fluids to stabilize her, a temporary medicated cast
was placed on her leg in an attempt to kill all
maggots before surgery could be performed. There
was no guarantee this would work but it did! The
decision was made immediately to go ahead and
partially amputate the leg mid femur. Fluffy's
new people had taken her inside immediately
for all surgical and medical care, aftercare and
medicines and she would remain an inside cat
only. Clearly, there was a severe threat to her
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health and safety outside.

Fluffy did amazingly well during surgery and
recovery, eating very well and setting in with her
new family. It wasn't long before she was up on
3 legs and running, still skittish but curious and
exploring her new home. After more weeks of
adjustment time, Fluffy is now happy and healthy
as a housecat. Her relaxed personality is showing
as she gets along well with her adoptive caf sisters
in her home and becomes more confident every
day, exploring and reminding when it is time to eat.
Her Mom and Dad report she has a "soft croaky
meow that is so adorable and she has adopted
indoor living like she has always belonged there."
Fluffy is a beavutiful loving cat and we are grateful

for people like hers who are willing to go fo great
lengths to help save her life. Cats know when
they are safe and loved and Fluffy knows that for
certain now! It is Sterile Feral's honor to provide
and share in her medical emergency recovery.
She would clearly have died otherwise. Please
help us pay for her veterinary bill and save as
many more Flufffys as possible by donating today.
Many thanks!




LESSONS FROM SAMMY

Sammy has been outside on his own for many
years. Since he is feral, we can assume this for
all his life. Sammy is at least middle-aged by now,
an accomplishment for an unneutered tomcat in
a high-traffic managed colony. He has had food,
water & shelter provided for many of those years
but was never neutered until 2023 because he
would never go into a live frap. So he has been in
many fights over the years, along with roaming
for females, both of which put his life in jeopardy.
Sammy was also removed from his colony once in
an attempt to keep him safe but he was so attached
to his territory that he traveled for miles through
heavy traffic to get back there, and amazingly he
did return safely.

Sammy eventually gained a few new feeders, one
of whom has devoted the last 2 years to working
out how to capture him for a neuter. In addition to
his own health and safety, he could be an ornery
guy who would bully the other area cats. Patrolling
his territory is his favorite job and he is not retiring
anytime soon, but he is now non-aggressive with
other cats and does stay closer to home. His

feeder spent long patient hours gaining his frust
by hand-feeding him and bonding one-on-one
until she could finally and joyfully get him into a
carrier and to our veterinarian for an exam and
neuter in just the last few months. He had some
wounds at the time which have healed, but he is
basically a big healthy cat who is likely to stay
that way for many more years to come. Sammy's
resilience through everything is remarkable, as
is this feeder and trapper's resolve to never give
up on a catf she is determined to help out. She

THE FERAL FIXATION | FALL/WINTER 2023 5

also works methodically to stabilize colonies with
everyone getting neutered/spayed, and having
plenty of comfortable shelters, food and water.
Sammy has gained weight so he is an even bigger
guy and proudly shows off his territory as he suns
in front of the shelters.

Your donations are used fo neuter/spay whole
colonies including Sammy's and to make their
lives much better. The feeders who care so very
much for these cats and give fremendous amounts
of time, energy and tenacity to preserve their
lives deserve no less than everyone's full support.
Please consider donating for all the Sammy's out
there who still need our devotion and support to
improve and even save their lives. Many thanks

from Sterile Feral!
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STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
MATCHING

State Farm retirees can no longer match for Sterile Feral
and information is pending for active employees.

CATERPILLAR MATCHING FUND

Employees needing direction on how to do this should
seek instruction from their supervisor.

PAYPAL GIVING FUND

Sterile Feral is eligible for grant money from PayPal Giving
Fund when generous donors recommend us on PayPal,
eBay, GoFundMe, CrowdRise, Airbnb, Humble Bundle &
other online platforms. These funds do add up! Many
thanks to all who use these and please keep doing so for
Sterile Feral and the cats.

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

3w ~& GARDEN STAKES ARE NOT
4 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE DUE TO A
= MANUFACTURING ISSUE. Sterile
4 Feral hopes to resolve this and
@ have them available in 2024 in
8 all your favorite colors. Please
& bear with us as we work on this
@ problem and keep the garden
. stakes in mind for the future.

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this
website and select Sterile Feral Foundation. A small
amount (0.5%) of your purchase will go to the cats!

You can also turn on AmazonSmile in the mobile app!
Open the app and find Settings’ in the main menu. Tap
on ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the on-screen instructions
to turn on AmazonSmile on your phone. Amazon proceeds
are increasing to help the cats, so thanks & keep shopping!
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COUNTRY FINANCIAL MATCHING PROGRAM MAY

NOW BE APPLIED TO STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Country Financial will match up to $500.00 per employee,
per year.

This program applies to Country Financial lllinois Farm
Bureau and IAA Credit Union employees only (retirees
are not eligible).

All personal donations must be $25.00 or more.

Once employees make a personal contribution, they need
to fill out Country Financial internal Match Giving form.
All matching donations will be done via online giving.
Doubling your donations to Sterile Feral through these
programs has been great for much-needed funds. Please
participate today!

HELP NEEDED FOR TNR

Volunteers are needed for assistance with trapping and
transport of cats for people who can and want to feed cats
but cannot do the work themselves. Many are elderly or
disabled. Bloomington area can always use more trappers
but there is also a great need in northern Woodford County.
Please call us at 309.663.4406 and leave a message or
email us of: sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com to offer
assistance and obtain details. Thanks.

amazonsmile
!

You shop. Amazon gives.




MATTIE & EMMA

These two little sweeties are Sterile Feral rescues
from just the last few months. Mattie is growing at
record speed and her Mom says she is the "fastest
thing on 3 paws" zooming around the house like a
blur. Mattie actually has 4 legs but was missing an
entire paw when she was live-trapped for a colony
neuter/spay project as a young kitten. Her leg had
healed very well, which was a miracle in a hof,
steamy summer full of flies and maggots. Except
for afew minor issues, Mattie was in good physical
condition and just needed to settle into a home so
she could trust people. After a spay and all medical
care, she is a happy, healthy girl with more energy
than ever and loves her family cat companions. We
wish her and all family members, feline and human,
many happy years together.

Emma is a peachy bundle that was recently rescued
from a trailer court. She was a tiny skittish kitten but

took to cuddling and purring with her new Mom on
the same night as her arrival in her new home. With
lots of quality food and love, Emma is another furry
blur running and playing with her new family of cafs.
She will hardly sit still for a photo, although she did
stop to nap on Mom, as we can all see here. Emma
has no serious health issues but she came with an
abnormal leg and tail. The veterinarian believes
the curly tail and unusually short legs are from
inbreeding, but the one leg may be an old fracture
that did not heal correctly. She moves very well but
does limp on that leg. Inbreeding often occurs in
overcrowded and neglected cat populations.
Mattie and Emma are both in loving, safe, and
healthy homes now. Sterile Feral provided all
medical care needed and will do so until after Emma
is spayed. We are grateful both kittens had Sterile
Feral people ready instantly to remove them from
dangerous conditions. Many happy years ahead to
both families!

Your donations provide medical care for Mattie,
Emma, and many more kittens and cats Sterile Feral
serves every year. Please donate today! Thanks.
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THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
P.0. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

NAME : i
ADDRESS: |
CITY: STATE: ZIP;
PHONE: E-MAIL: §

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
] An email thank you letter will be fine. [_] No receipt for my gift is needed.

[] Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

: LI Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.



