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SAVING ONE CAT WILL NOT CHANGE THE WORLD...

But for that one cat, the world will change 
forever. This remark is often printed on 
plaques and mementos for cat lovers. For 
Sterile Feral, it is a life-changing mission 
and a reality. It is embodied in the approx-
imate 1200 neuter/spay surgeries and the 

many veterinary assists that we provide 
in a year: including the kittens with upper 
respiratory illnesses, the countless bite 
wounds and abscesses, and the serious 
illnesses and injuries you will read about 
in this issue--Meowzer, Moana and Joon. 
Never underestimate the power of  neuter/
spay. It saves untold numbers of  female 
cat lives by preventing commonly occurring 
cancers and it saves the tomcat lives as 
well. The males die from untreated abscess-
es, transmittable diseases and car related 
accidents when searching for females and 
fighting with other males. Kitten mortality 
is at least 50% when females are left 
outside to breed. Neuter/spay is, of  course, 
valuable to prevent more kittens from being 
born into a world often hostile to them and 
a world in which there are never enough 

committed life-long homes for everyone. 
Shelters and animal control facilities are 
perpetually full of  unwanted cats and 
kittens. That situation appears to be worse 
now than ever. While we wonder how this 
will ever improve, we know for sure that the 
cats we help and save will have their lives 
changed forever and that means everything 
to those particular cats and Sterile Feral in 
general. We are completely dedicated to 
cats—their lives, health and safety and 
when we save one cat at a time, it adds 
up to be thousands. To date, Sterile Feral 
has provided about 14,000 sterilization 
surgeries and a very large number of  
veterinary assisted life-saving procedures. 
Many thanks to all of  our supporters who 
help this program succeed and please 
continue to be life-savers for the cats!

UPCOMING EVENTS
CHRISTMAS TREE CAT FOOD DRIVE -- Sterile Feral will once again be able to collect cat food at Kruger Animal Hospital during the month of  
December.  Food may be placed under our Christmas tree from December 1 - 31, 2022 during their office hours of  8 am - 5:30 pm weekdays and 8 am - 12 
pm on Saturdays.  Kruger Hospital has moved to 1215 Holiday Dr. in Bloomington.  They are next door to Carmax.  Purina Complete dry in the blue 
bag or Purina One, plus Friskies wet are needed.  We like to stay away from the dry foods with many colors in them as they contain too much dye 
and are not good for the cats.  There are many requests for cat food assistance in this time of  need.  Any amount of  cat food you may donate is appreciated!

SPRING 2023 DINNER & SHOPPING EVENT -- Sterile Feral will be planning a dinner for late April or early May at the Knights of  Columbus 
Hall in Bloomington.  Hot food must be catered now due to a regulation change.  We hope for Avanti's Italian in the spring.  We will have our own delicious 
homemade desserts as usual.  Please plan for great food and shopping in the Spring!
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People often do not understand what an ear-tip is and why the 
need for it in their outside or feral colony cats.  Ear-tipping cats 
has taken place since Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) began in the 1980s 
and evolved into the 1990s.  It is the humane marking of  a feral or 
outside cat to tell the rest of  the world the cat has already been 
neutered or spayed and is part of  a managed colony.  Ear-tipping 
is the removal of  a small part (not over ¼ inch) of  the top of  the 
left ear so the ear does not have a point like the right ear, but may 
look flat or slightly rounded on top.  Ear-tipping should always be 
done on the left ear.  That is the accepted standard and if  done on 
the right ear, might be mistaken for frostbite or another injury.

There is nothing to be afraid of  with an ear-tip.  In the early years, 
some ear-tips were more extreme, taking off  too much of  the ear 
which became a healing problem or ended up also looking like 
a frostbite case or an injury.  But ear-tips in the recent decades 
are more appropriately done, cause no pain to the cat, are not 
disfiguring and heal well.  

In addition, if  members of  the public take in a stray tame cat or 
begin to feed a feral with an ear-tip, that helps tell them and any 
veterinarian they go to that the cat does not need to have surgery 
again for a spay.  That also tells them they do not have to worry 
about having kittens.  Some spay scars are not easily identified 
and a spay tattoo on the belly has not always been applied.  If  
anyone sees a group of  cats and is concerned about them, visible 
ear-tips will tell them this is a managed colony that is fed and 
cared for.  For people who have barn cats, it is still helpful to ear-tip 
in order to keep their population stable and healthy.  They may 
have a number of  black cats or tabbies who look alike and the 
ear-tips tell them who has been done and who still needs to get 

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD

neutered or spayed.  And for people working on large colonies 
and doing a few cats at a time, this definitely tells them who has 
been done and who hasn't.  

So don't be skittish about ear-tips!  They are harmless and very 
helpful in providing TNR to tame or feral outside colonies in barn 
and other managed groups of  cats.  For anyone now providing care 
to barn cats or feral colonies anywhere, make sure to have your 
cats neutered and spayed immediately.  December and January 
are the main mating months for the start of  a new kitten season 
in the Spring.  A pregnancy only last about 2 months.  Also, be 
sure to provide adequate shelter, plenty of  food and unfrozen 
water this winter.  Thanks!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Memory of  Baby Girl, the cat who never left my Dad's lap.     
Rebecca Rieger

In Memory of  our sweet kitty boy, Toby.      Charlie & Anita Crowe

In Honor of  Falco, age 20 years & 6 months.  In Honor of  Sophie, 
age 17 years & 6 months.    Helen Gasdorf

In Memory of  Piper and Twix.    Linda Koster

In Memory of  Pumpkin (17 years).    Helen Knecht

In Memory of  Peppy who came to our home as a feral kitten.  Love 
you.     Diane Tetley

In Memory of  my feral cat colony that brought me so much pleasure.  
Miss them so much.    Cheryl Hitzner

Memorial for the many loved Siamese cats we've had!      Rhonda 
Flottmann

In Memory of  Mister and Kitty and in Honor of  Buster.     Jeanna 
Winstead

To our darling Rascal—we miss you so much.     Mary A. Leach

In Memory of  Willa, Frank, Teddy, Yoda, Shelly and Mocha.    Nancy 
& Stephen Konwinski

In Memory of  Mikey after 16 years of  living a happy feral life.    
Maryann Pedelty

In Memory of  Betty White.    Nancy Freitag

In Honor of  my dear, cat-loving friend, Art Reyes.     Mary Reyes

In Memory of  Betty White.    Rita Browning

In Memory of  Betty White.     Suzanne Klassen

In Honor of  Betty White.     Ronda Addy

In Memory of  Thunder who I adopted in Bloomington/Normal in 
July 2000.  He died in January 2022 and he was a perfect cat.        
Charlotte Heldstab   Whitefish, MT

In Memory of  Eddie.     Beverly Golianis

In Memory of  Thomas M. Sohn.     Pauline Sohn

In Honor of  Weston Myers.     Jillian Meyers

In Honor of  Gypsy, the neighborhood calico cat who has chosen me 
to live with.   David L. Bradbury

In Memory of  Nancy Konwinski.    David Gucwa, Stephen 
Konwinski, Keith & Katherine Kelsey, Alice Obert, Carol L. Reed,                                                              
Sherri & David Stokowski,  Joanne C. Wilcox

WILLS & BEQUESTS
Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will 
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our 
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested 
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the 
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of  PO Box 
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to 
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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MEOWZER'S TAIL TO TELL
Meowzer was just a little guy, a kitten, 
when a mystery cat bit him severely in 
the hindquarters.  His behind turned purple 
from bruising and it abscessed all the way 
up to the base of  his tail and his back.  
This was so painful he could not lift his 
tail and it hung limp as if  broken.  The 
veterinarian was concerned he might need 
to remove the tail.  Meowzer bled when he 
tried to use the litter box.  He was put on 
pain medicine and antibiotics immediately 
which reduced the pain and infection but his 
troubles were not behind him.  Meowzer's 
bite wound was so deep it severed his 
urinary tract and everything involved in 
it.  The veterinarian then tried to repair and 
realign the tract with surgery, hoping this 
would heal back to normal function.  But 

it was not entirely successful.  Meowzer 
would have good days in which he was a 
playful kitten with a good appetite and 
bad days when he did not feel like playing 
or eating much, would still pass blood in 
his urine and was clearly still in pain.  He 
was also not gaining weight very quickly 
and the veterinarian was concerned about 
failure to thrive.  Meowzer clearly needed 

a complete urinary re-structure but this 
is a delicate surgery in the best of  times 
and the vet was also concerned about him 
being so small and getting through it alive.  
Finally, after waiting for him to mature 
just enough to feel confident for success 
and not being able to wait a day longer, 
Meowzer's final surgery was completed.  It 
went smoothly and he recovered completely 
and quickly.  The vet was very happy with 
the ease and outcome of  this often-touchy 
surgical process.  Meowzer is now happy 
and healthy and his Mom is thrilled he will 
live and be well.  Medical assistance from 
Sterile Feral was needed for this whole 
treatment to take place.  Please remember 
Meowzer and the future ahead of  him 
thanks to Sterile Feral intervention when 
you choose your donate button.  His life 
literally did depend on it AND...he got to 
keep his tail!  Many thanks to all for your 
support and best holiday wishes!
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MOANA'S BEST CHRISTMAS

Moana and cat family came to Sterile Feral 
attention when her person reached out for 
veterinary care advice on Facebook and was 
thankfully referred to us.  Moana had severe 
mouth lesions plus she and her 2 brothers 
all needed neuter/spay.  Moana's skin and 
coat also required medical attention.  She 
received a veterinary exam as soon as 
possible and began medicine.  Her face, 
skin, and coat improved and she looked 
perfect.  Moana also received sterilization 
surgery along with her brothers Chucky 
and Natsu.  Everyone was feeling great 
and loving their newly donated cat tree.  
However, Moana's mouth lesions have 
returned and she needs more veterinary 
visits to treat them.  She is now on a 
medicine that cannot be given at home 
and this will likely be a chronic condition 
requiring ongoing treatments at the vet's 

office to keep her comfortable.  Her people 
are a devoted family who love their cats 
but need some continued assistance with 
veterinary care and high-quality cat food.  
Your food donations will help these cats and 
many others as well.  Many thanks to the 
person who gifted the cat tree—it was like 
Christmas morning for the whole family!  
Moana, Chucky and Natsu are extremely 
sweet-natured cats who deserve the best 
veterinary care and cat food we can help 
provide.  Please consider them when using 
your donate buttons to improve cat lives 
this holiday season and make this Moana's 
best Christmas ever.  Thanks!
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this 
website and select Sterile Feral Foundation. A small 
amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to the cats! 

You can also turn on AmazonSmile in the mobile app! 
Open the app and find ’Settings’ in the main menu. Tap 
on ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the on-screen instructions 
to turn on AmazonSmile on your phone. Amazon proceeds 
are increasing to help the cats, so thanks & keep shopping!

HELP NEEDED FOR TNR
Volunteers are needed for assistance with trapping and 
transport of  cats for people who can and want to feed cats 
but cannot do the work themselves.  Many are elderly or 
disabled.  Bloomington area can always use more trappers 
but there is also a great need in northern Woodford County.  
Please call us at 309.663.4406 and leave a message or 
email us at:   sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com to offer 
assistance and obtain details.  Thanks.

COUNTRY FINANCIAL MATCHING PROGRAM MAY 
NOW BE APPLIED TO STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Country Financial will match up to $500.00 per employee, 
per year.
This program applies to Country Financial Illinois Farm 
Bureau and IAA Credit Union employees only (retirees 
are not eligible).
All personal donations must be $25.00 or more.
Once employees make a personal contribution, they need 
to fill out Country Financial internal Match Giving form.
All matching donations will be done via online giving. 
Doubling your donations to Sterile Feral through these 
programs has been great for much-needed funds.  Please 
participate today!

STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
MATCHING 

State Farm has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile Feral 
Foundation is one of  the non-profit organizations that 
qualifies to receive this benefit. Gifts can range from 
$25.00 to $4500.00 per calendar year, per associate. To 
create a matching gift request, please follow these steps:

1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.
2. Log onto the internet and type in the address line: 
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives 
3. Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the 
"Associate ID" field.
4. Click the "Create your Password" link in red.
5. Enter required information and create a password and 
click "Save".
5. Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00@statefarm.com 

Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this 
program has great potential for much needed funds. Please 
participate today! State Farm is ending their matching 
program for retirees at the end of  this year. Any retiree 
wanting to match must do so by 12.31.22. Their Good 
Neighbor Grant program for retirees ends this date also.
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JOON'S SECOND CHANCE AT LIFE

Joon was trapped for neuter/spay in a 
feral project of TNR (trap, neuter, return).  
She seemed fine and turned out to be a 
tame cat.  But her spay revealed a very 
severe uterine infection.  After surgery, 
she did not recover well nor thrive and 
she needed extensive veterinary care and 
antibiotics to pull through this.  Neither 
the veterinarian nor her person was sure 
she would live.  As we can see, she did 
recover to become the elegant tuxedo girl 
we see today.  Her mom is crazy in love 
with her and reports she has adjusted 
well in a home with other cats and she 
loves people.  Joon is very vocal about 
her opinions and needs attention except 
when stretching out for a much-needed 
nap after running the household.  Joon 

is a happy, confident girl in a safe home 
now.  But it is noteworthy that there were 
other female cats in that area who also 
had uterine infections.  It is extremely 
important to get female cats spayed early 
because every heat cycle puts them closer 
to mammary cancer and/or severe uterine 
infections or cancer later.  Joon was only 7 
- 9 months old at the time of surgery and 
a pregnancy would have produced dead 
kittens and likely more complications for 
her health.  The veterinary care has been 
very expensive to save her life.  Please 
donate toward this beautiful girl's second 
chance at life.  Thanks!



THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:	 STATE:	 ZIP:

PHONE:	 E-MAIL:

Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
An email thank you letter will be fine. No receipt for my gift is needed.


