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SERIOUS 2021 CHALLENGES FOR STERILE FERAL & THE CATS

The Illinois veterinary industry has been in 
upheaval this year. Many veterinary clinics 
are short-staffed at the same time as large 
numbers of  their own clients need their 
services, and as non-profit organizations 
such as Sterile Feral desperately need 
services to survive and do our jobs. In 
central Illinois, there are only a very few 
groups left providing low-cost neuter/spay 
for cats. Since some organizations have 
had to stop this service entirely for the 

public, this means the few of  us left are 
making up the difference. Sterile Feral 
alone is receiving 2 - 3 times the number 
of  calls for cat neuter/spay than previous 
years and we are handling this increased 
number of  cats. But this also means longer 
wait times to get into our veterinarians and 
higher vet bills. This is expected to continue 
in 2022 and perhaps longer. Sterile Feral 
has provided a much-needed community 
service for the last 20 plus years. 

Right now, we are one of  the very few 
options left for the cats in central Illinois. 
In order to serve the cats and their people, 
please donate as generously as possible 
to meet this challenge. There is no greater 
time to help us continue this work for the 
cats. Their lives and futures depend on it. 
Thank you for remembering Sterile Feral 
and the cats at this holiday season and 
all year long.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE
We will hold our annual Christmas Food Drive for the cats 
at Kruger Animal Hospital, 1824 Hovey in Normal through 
the month of  December this year.  Food may be left there 
from December 1 - 31 on the cat side of  the lobby, around 
and under our Christmas tree.  Purina dry and Friskies wet 
food are gratefully requested.  Many thanks to anyone 
who can donate food for those cat tummies in the cold!
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In order to re-start and continue our fund-raising events in 2022, 
Sterile Feral will need many new helpers. Some of  our volunteers 
have moved or have health problems and we basically need a 
new group of  dependable, hard-working individuals to keep the 
fund-raising efforts going strong. It is not all work, by the way--it 
can also be fun. There is great food and shopping at the dinners 
and beautiful cats and variety shopping with many vendors at 
the cat show. It is also fun to be with so many more cat lovers 
at all events. We are hoping for the following 2022 fund-raisers:

Spring spaghetti dinner and shopping at the Knights of  Columbus 
Hall in Bloomington. This usually takes place in late April to early 
May.

Peoria cat show which takes place the second weekend of  
September. Sterile Feral is a vendor at this event.

Fall dinner and shopping at the Knights of  Columbus Hall in 
Bloomington held in October. 

Set up of  sale items is needed for all events. The more helpers we 
have, the quicker this gets done! Dinner help is needed, both in the 
kitchen and in the dining room, assisting diners as needed. These 
are our main fund-raising events and it is vital for them to renew 

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD

and be successful. People also love the food, fun and shopping!
Colony cat feeders also needed in 2022. There will be a new 
colony for Sterile Feral to take care of  next year. The cats have 
already been trapped, neutered/spayed and returned to their 
colony but will need feeders to provide food and water 7 days a 
week. Feeders must be dependable in all weather and dedicated 
to cat care. 

Please call our phone line at 309-663-4406 or email us at: 
sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com if  you have interest in 
assisting with any of  this work. Your help is necessary for success!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Memory of  Stardust, my cat, a sweet Mama's girl.     Patricia D. 
Wieland & Cindy Perkins

In Memory of  Vicki Mecherle and in Honor of  Misty Vance.     Kelly 
Brown

In Memory of  Mr. Thomas M. Sohn.      Pauline Sohn

In Memory of  Luly.      Katrina Mitchell

In Memory of  Shirley Knuth who loved her ferals and they loved 
her.    Deborah Kingdon

In Memory of  Boo, Shadow, Goldie, Blondie and Bitsy.    Barb Humphrey

In Memory of  all the precious pets we have had.    Charlie & Anita 
Crowe

In Memory of  our "Sunshine", who chose us for his family in August 
2012.     Jean, Gary & Jared Baumhardt

In Honor of  Oreo.    Carol Loughran

Mickey is still going strong 15 years after her sterilization.      
Maryann Pedelty

In Memory of  my Petey.  I tried so hard to save him; he stole my 
heart.  I'll never forget the 18 months we had together.  I'll love 
him forever.      Kelly Maciejewski.

In Memory of  Donna Gustafson and Harry, Kelli, Sadie, Amy (aka 
Fluffy).     Margaret "Peg" Casper

In Memory of  our Heart Cat, Rookie, who crossed the Rainbow Bridge 
on November 29, 2020 at 17.75 years old.  He was the benevolent 
King Cat of  our indoor colony, kibble locker opener, mischievous 
jokester and loving boy.  He lived with insulin diabetes for 11 years.  
We miss him still and the King Cat position has been left unfilled by 
his 2 brothers and his 2 sisters by their mutual agreement.      Fred 
& Adrienne Hahn

In Memory of  Joan Hughes.     Melissa Reiners, Kelly & Stephen 
Fogarty,  Debra & Robert Dowdy

In Loving Memory of  Mac, Exxi, Marvin, Utah and Kathie's Copper.     
Heidi Bowman

In Memory of  Oliver, Babyghost and Stardust.      Patricia D. Wieland

In Memory of  Possum.  He was a sweet old guy that just wanted 
to be loved.   Christine & Gary Gruber

In Memory of  my sweet boy, Scottie.     Mary A. Leach

In Memory of  my dad, Dick who was always helping out the stray 
cats and in Honor of  my mom, Norma and Aunt Kris who continue 
to take in the abandoned strays and wayward kittens and cats.   
Sheri & Wayne Heusel

In Memory of  Anthony (Tony) Cavucci who passed away on 10-8-20 
and all the feral cats he fed.
Your mother--Barbara C. Brown

In Memory of  Vicki Mecherle.      Sadie Brommer

In Memory of  Bogie, my chatty tuxedo kitty.  You were a great 
friend--I miss you!     Susan Long

In Memory of  Tiger, our feral kitty of  13 years ago and KC, who left 
me with 3 sweet kittens.  Karen & Fran

In Loving Memory of  Lucky Charm, the first cat who showed up in 
our lives and taught us to open our hearts to love cats, especially 
stray ones--and of  Billy, a mama cat, who kept inviting strays to 
share her shelters and food in our porch through the 18 long years 
of  her life after she let us be her guardian...amongst others were 
her kitten, Goldie and Snowie; sweet Felix and Tigger whose lives 
were cut too short.  They are all in Cat heaven together again.     
Terry & Dewi White

In Memory of  my beloved Copper.  There are no words for this loss.    
Kathie Toberman

He who learns must suffer, and, even in our sleep, pain that cannot 
forget falls drop by drop upon the heart.....     Aeschylus
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A NEW BEGINNING FOR CHASE
In 2014, Chase and his 2 siblings were 
born at a condo/apartment complex and 
lived happily as a feral family.  A Sterile 
Feral person fed and cared for them, also 
providing trap-neuter-return for the family.  
She named the mom cat Kristy and the 3 
kittens Chase, Lee and Quinn.   All went 
smoothly until early 2021 when the feeder 
noticed something was strangely wrong 
with Chase, the long-haired orange tiger.  
He appeared thinner and shy, almost 
frightened and his movement and walking 
were different.  At the same time, another 
kind resident noticed Chase seemed to 
have health problems and contacted Sterile 
Feral.  Feeding began at her residence and 
he bonded quickly with her, so much so 
that she was able to get him in a carrier 

and to the Sterile Feral veterinarian as 
soon as possible.  This was not a moment 
too soon as it was discovered he was 
completely blind by then, which accounted 
for his behavior and movement changes.  
Imagine losing your sight, being in your 
usual surroundings but not understanding 
why you can't see them!  This resident 
took him inside immediately, while the 

veterinarian determined his condition and 
diagnosis.  Chase's health problems are 
caused by histoplasmosis, a fungal disease 
which is manageable but may need life-long 
medication and of  course, safety inside due 
to the blindness.  Since he began treatment, 
he is doing well--taking his medicine and 
gaining his weight back.  He has a glossy 
coat again and is completely comfortable 
with his person and indoor companion 
cat.  It is extremely difficult to find an 
excellent home for any adult cat, but a blind 
7 year-old?  The person who took him in 
so immediately and adopted him with no 
hesitancy is an extraordinary woman.  With 
medical care support from Sterile Feral and 
an amazing adopter, Chase has a second 
chance at a long, safe and loving life. 
One might ask, what happened to the rest of  
the family?  Lee and Chase were so closely 
bonded--they were always together--so 
when Chase was taken inside so abruptly, 
his brother Lee disappeared for 3 days and 
worried both feeders.  But he then returned 
to his normal routine and now stays close 

to his sister, Quinn and mother cat, Kristy.  
It is also worth noting that previously, the 
original feeder had to adjust her schedule 
to feeding in the middle of  the night to 
escape cat-hating neighbors who yelled at 
her and disrupted feeding.  Now the whole 
cat family is safer eating on the adopter's 
patio, with both feeders working together 
for the cats' comfort and health.  Two caring 
and brave cat feeders became acquainted, 
coordinated their efforts and the whole 
cat family benefited with a happy ending.  
Many good years ahead and best wishes 
for all from Sterile Feral!



THE FERAL FIXATION | FALL/WINTER 2021    5

BARN CAT BONANZA

Sterile Feral is currently working our way 
through a very large feral group of  barn 
cats. A farmer let his cat population grow 
to at least 30 cats, which does not include 
newborns and young kittens. This guy is 
more fortunate than he realizes in that a 
neighbor and her husband stepped up to 
help get the population under control. They 
are also rescuing young kittens who are not 
feral yet and working to provide homes. 
This has been a monumental amount of  
work. The couple does all the trapping, 
transport and recovery care after surgery 
as we are provide neuter/spay surgeries 
for several cats at a time through our 
veterinarians. We are all working as fast 
as possible to complete this project before 
major mating season resumes in December 
and January. This couple is diligent and 
successful in trapping cats every week as 

we make our way through them and there 
are many females so far. The cats are in 
good physical condition and are fed well 
by the farmer. However, he is only able to 
pay less than half  the cost toward their 
surgeries, so any donations given toward 
this project are greatly needed. Sterile Feral 
and the hard-working couple will work on 
this group until all cats are neutered and 
spayed. We are expecting to work through 
the winter and we still have a long way to 
go. Sterile Feral admires and is immensely 
grateful to this generous couple who are 
giving their time, energy and love for 
these cats who need this service so much. 
Please remember this group of  cats, this 
ambitious couple and Sterile Feral during 
the winter to come. There is a lot of  work 
ahead--Thank you!
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this 
website and select Sterile Feral Foundation. A small 
amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to the cats! 

You can also turn on AmazonSmile in the mobile app! 
Open the app and find ’Settings’ in the main menu. Tap 
on ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the on-screen instructions 
to turn on AmazonSmile on your phone. Amazon proceeds 
are increasing to help the cats, so thanks & keep shopping!

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES
Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden 
stakes for only $35 to support our non-profit organization. 
Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat logo inspired the 
design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty 
steel garden stakes will last for years. ONLY 4 STAKES 
LEFT -1 silver & 3 unfinished steel.  The cat’s body 
measures 12” H x 9.25” W. Order yours today by contacting 
us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or 
(309) 663-4406. Checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation. 

STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
MATCHING GIFTS NOW EXTEND TO $4500.00

State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile 
Feral Foundation is one of  the non-profit organizations 
that qualifies to receive this benefit. Effective June 22, 
2020, gifts can range from $25.00 to $4500.00 per calendar 
year, per asssociate. To create a matching gift request, 
please follow these steps:

1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.
2. Log onto the internet and type in the address line: 
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives 
3. Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the 
"Associate ID" field.
4. Click the "Create your Password" link in red.
5. Enter required information and create a password and 
click "Save".
5. Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00@statefarm.com 

Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this 
program has great potential for much needed funds. Please 
participate today!
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THIS NEWS JUST IN
MEDICAL CARE COMPLETED ON JAX & SIMBA
Both cats had bite wound abscesses from being un-neutered 
males left outside to get into fights and face other risks to 
health and safety. Both cats' abscesses were severe--Simba's 
to his face and Jax's to both hind legs. Jax's wounds were so 
extreme he was unable to move his hind legs and when he 
could finally stand, barely, it was so painful he would resort to 
scooting to move himself  along. It was excruciating to watch 
the video of this cat struggle and suffer. The veterinarian first 
thought he might have a pelvic or hind leg fractures but the 
exam revealed many severe, untreated abscesses to the hind 
legs. Jax and Simba's person called Sterile Feral for medical 
help which was provided immediately and the cats were also 
neutered. Both cats are doing better now, are on the way to 
recovery and will be living an indoor life.

 It is interesting to note these cats and their person do not reside 
in the Bloomington-Normal area. They are further south and 
Sterile Feral found a wonderful and responsive veterinarian in 
their city to assist with this care as an emergency. In this difficult 
time for veterinary care, Sterile Feral has become innovative in 
working with cooperative veterinarians in other regions of the 
state. It is more than rewarding to have veterinarians from other 
areas who are caring and work with us at reasonable prices. We 
are thankful for all of our veterinarians--near and far--and it is 
a privilege to assist these cats in such desperate need. There is 
no greater reward than ending the suffering and saving these 
lives. Please be a part of that today and join us in celebrating 
the successes--you will love that feeling too. Thank you! 

DONATE/RECYCLE PROGRAM
Alter Trading Company - 309-828-6084
501 E. Stewart Bloomington, IL  61701
Anyone depositing aluminum at this location can request 
their money be donated to Sterile Feral Foundation. Sterile 
Feral will receive 5 cents extra per pound. Currently, the 
price per pound is 40 cents. This will vary in the future. 
Please notify the office staff  at Alter Trading Co. if  you 
would like to take part in this program. Sterile Feral is 
already enrolled. Thank you for helping the cats and for 
recycling!

COUNTRY FINANCIAL MATCHING PROGRAM MAY 
NOW BE APPLIED TO STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Country Financial will match up to $500.00 per employee, 
per year.
This program applies to Country Financial Illinois Farm 
Bureau and IAA Credit Union employees only (retirees 
are not eligible).
All personal donations must be $25.00 or more.
Once employees make a personal contribution, they need 
to fill out Country Financial internal Match Giving form.
All matching donations will be done via online giving.



THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:	 STATE:	 ZIP:

PHONE:	 E-MAIL:

Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
An email thank you letter will be fine. No receipt for my gift is needed.


