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2019 IN REVIEW--THE BUSIEST YEAR EVER FOR STERILE FERAL

Everyone who attended Sterile Feral's
October 6 Fall dinner had a delicious meal
and a good time celebrating our 20th
anniversary in existence. But while we've
been celebrating this occasion all year,
Sterile Feral has been working hard, dealing
with one of the busiest and most expensive
years ever. In addition to a huge number of
neuter/spay surgeries performed, a record
number of serious cat injuries were report-
ed and needed life-saving assistance. There
were a variety of sick kittens and limping
cats, all of whom were easily treatable.
But there were also serious injuries which
needed expensive solutions in order for the
cats to live with any quality of life. There
were people willing to give these special
needs cats a permanent home, which is a
miracle in itself, but they needed veterinary
care assistance to make this happen. You
can read about Journey and Petey on page
4 & 5 who both have leg injuries and difficult
circumstances that would discourage most

adopters.

In 2019, Sterile Feral has also had ongoing
and unusually large neuter/spay projects,
which desperately needed to be done
for years, but all 3 are in progress this
year at the same time and are extremely
expensive. Many of these bills still need to
be paid. Please read about these vital but
enormous projects on page 2. Many thanks

to the hard-working trappers who have
been diligently working on these projects--
this is no small accomplishment for them or
for Sterile Feral. Much gratitude goes out to
those who rescued the special needs cats
and who are giving them permanent homes.
And many thanks always to our dedicated
veterinarians without whom none of the
medical work would get done. Our greatest
Christmas wish is that you will continue
to support Sterile Feral while we work to
finish these projects, fulfill our mission and
pay for them too! Purrs from the cats and
Happy Holidays to all!

SAVE THE DATE

STERILE FERAL CHRISTMAS TREE FOR THE CATS will be at Kruger Animal Hospital lobby through the month of December.
Donated food is very much needed to help feed large colonies through the winter. Purina dry and Friskies wet food preferred.

6th ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER Sunday, May 3, 2020 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Bloomington. 5 - 7 p.m. Shopping
area with many new items. Great food, fun and shopping! See page 7 for details.
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GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD
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Sterile Feral's mission has always been neuter/spay and colony
care, especially for ferals. In 2019 alone, 3 significant and large
colony locations that have needed attention are being addressed
and gratefully so.

People in Towanda have been calling and complaining about the
uncontrolled number of cats in their town for years but no one
would step up to actually do anything about it. This year, one
young woman with incredible energy and determination saw
the need and began trapping and neutering her way all through
that town! Kittens were removed that could be adopted but the
majority of the cats were feral, needing TNR (trap-neuter-return)
and in some cases medical care for illnesses or injuries. To date,
she has removed or sterilized 88 cats and is still working on this
project. The Village of Towanda is actually supportive of her efforts
and they deserve much credit for their humane and progressive
attitude. It would be monumental progress in this country if all
small towns and cities embraced these steps for community cat
care instead of the "no feeding and no TNR" ordinances that most
are using from the backward past.

In another case, an elderly man had been feeding cats for years
but not keeping up with neuter/spay. His health became an issue
and it became necessary for a relative with TNR experience to
step in and get all the cats sterilized, veterinary care and to
remove them to her country place. This effort involves 30+ cats
and will be completed soon. Her actions saved the cats from
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going to Animal Control and from the complaining neighbors who
threatened to trap and cruelly dispose of them. So all those cats
have a second chance at life.

The third case is in progress so we are not exactly sure how many
cats it will involve. Reports of many sick, starving and dying kittens
every year in Secor have provided us with the opportunity to
finally work on this situation. It is a common story also--a person
feeding cats but not taking responsibility for their welfare. Every
year other residents watched in horror as many sick and dying
kittens were all over yards and in the streets getting killed by
cars. Some people helped as many as they could catch. But the real
working solution is thorough neuter/spay, adequate feeding and
sheltering. There is a Sterile Feral trapper working in this project
now and we expect the Secor situation to improve significantly.
As you can see, just these 3 projects involve many cats and are also
excellent examples of the most common problems everywhere--
human neglect and inaction. Sterile Feral is thankful to be a part
of the solution. All of this is very expensive and we need your
support to continue this life-saving work. Please consider giving
today. Thank you!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman




HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Thanks to all the wonderful people who go above and beyond
to help the less fortunate kittens and cats to live a better life
because they get love. - Robin Duffy

In Honor of my two sweet kitties--0ld Man and Mr. They have
been my friends for 5 years now and still going strong. They never
leave our yard and they know I'll be here for them.

- Jeanna R. Winstead

In Memory of our great mother cat Darby.
- Dave & Bonnie Darnall

In Memory of Little Black Pearl, "the sweetest cat ever."
- Patricia D. Wieland

In Memory of Bailey McGowan. - Charles & Anita Crowe

Forever in our hearts--Fanny, Red and Blue. ¥
- David & Dava Brooks Zschau

Still enjoying Mickey after 9 years of taking advantage of Sterile
Feral services. - Mary Ann Pedelty

In Honor & Memory of Emmett and in Honor of his friends, Desi
and Shiloh who continue to look for him. - Anonymous

In Memory of Saber. He was a wonderful tabby who loved everyone.
| would have liked for him to have many more safe years inside
and loved back by all. - Kathie Toberman

ﬂooewe[ouedom’byo«awwf.
Unseen, unkeard but always near.

Still loved, Stll missed and very dear.

WILLS & BEQUESTS

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of PO Box
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”

o ¥
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LEGS ARE IN THE NEWS

Journey

Some of you may remember this cat from
local facebook page. She was spotted in the
E. College Kroger/Dairy Queen parking lot
for along time. Reports and sightings were
common, yet no one could really find or
catch her. People were concerned about this
very thin cream cat with an injured leg but
no one could seem to do anything. Finally,
after a few months of silence, Sterile Feral
got a call from a woman feeding this cat
from her office nearby the Kroger area. She
was assured Sterile Feral would assist with
medical care if she could trap and care for
this cat. Soon we received the best news
ever. In a very short time, this woman had
accomplished what everyone else was just
talking about--she had caught the cat! A
medical exam revealed the right front leg
was injured from radial nerve damage and
the foot was open and injured from being
dragged on every outdoor surface. The foot
was repaired and sutured and the veteri-
narian determined this leg did not have
to be amputated like usual radial nerve
damage injuries. She was also an adult
female who needed to be spayed. She had
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to be caged and sedated in order to recover
and take her medicine. This cat acted as
wild as any feral cat ever could. This was
all very challenging for her caretaker but
she did not give up on her.

Journey has made much progress in the
last month. She decided to trust and now
is always near her person and sleeps with
her. From a cat that was dirty, scared, bone

thin and ready to fight everyone, she now
purrs constantly and has learned to play.
Her person describes her as "such a wild
thing with a kitten's heart just needing
someone to care so she could trust again.”
She goes on to say, " We were both needing
something from each other without knowing
what that might be. Her once terrified face
and eyes are soft and relaxed now. She
is comfortable in a place with always
enough warmth, food and unconditional
love. She has a family with 2 brothers and
a sister who are also rescues and who have
accepted her. This has been rewarding for
us all. She was given the name Journey to
signify the journey that everyone involved
has been given. Thank you, Sterile Feral for
bringing Journey to her forever home. God
has a way of helping us find each other,
whether we are actively looking or not."




Petey

A local business contacted Sterile Feral
about a starving cat missing part of a leg
outside of their building. Upon arriving to
pick him up, our Sterile Feral person found
a hungry but tame cat, desperately needing
food and medical care. At that time he was
walking on all 3 usable legs and appeared
to be in stable condition. But by the next
day, he could not stand, walk or use any
of his legs. Rushed to a veterinarian, it
was unclear what caused the loss of all leg
use, but the vet believed his missing leg
had been caught in a leghold trap. It was

severed just below what would be our knee
and was an infected, maggot infested mess.
The vet said this was an old injury and
the cat appeared to be in pain. Euthanasia
was discussed but we wanted to give him
a chance at recovery if at all possible, so
the vet cleaned and sutured the leg and
the tip of his tail, which was also missing.
This cat was 1/2 - 1 day from death. Had
he lost the use of all legs outside alone,
he would have been killed by predators
and scavengers immediately. Through all
the pain and trauma, Petey never seemed
to realize how close he came to death. He

SHOP AT _J=/arasel</ AND SAVE!

CHANGE TO USE OF SCHNUCK'S CARD FOR STERILE FERAL BENEFITS

Schnuck's now has a Rewards App system which cannot be used at the same

time as the red Schnuck's card for Sterile Feral. At the time of check-out,

customers will have to choose between the Rewards or their donation to Sterile

Feral. This has affected our monthly Schnuck's intake amount by 50% at least. 2

Please use your Sterile Feral card & donate whenever possible. Thank you! '

remained alert, optimistic and never lost
his appetite. He ate and ate at the vet office
during recovery and hasn't stopped since.
After going home with his person, Petey
still could not use any of his legs except
to drag himself around on the floor by his
front legs.

He was determined to move and in doing
so he regained strength in the front legs
until he could pull himself up to a sitting
position. The partial leg healed up fine
but the other back leg was as rigid as if
it were dead. Petey's person wondered if
this would be a fair life for him. But he
persisted with his own version of physical
therapy by forcing himself to move and
has now regained the use of that back leg
so it will bend and he can stand on it. He
is able to walk just fine now and can move
pretty fast too! No matter what happened
to Petey because of the cruelty of a trapper
and no matter how long it lasted, he never
stopped and he never gave up. Now he is
either eating, sleeping or walking and will
be safe and loved inside a home for the
rest of his life.

The future looks much brighter for Petey
and Journey thanks to everyone who helps
us save these cats!

“ 74 i \ W \\\
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SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden
stakes for only $35 to support our non-profit organization.
Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat logo inspired the
design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty
steel garden stakes will last for years. In addition to
untinished steel, these colors are now available- black
matte, hammered black, copper, silver and bronze. The
cat’s body measures 12” H x 9.25” W. Order yours today
by contacting us af sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or
= (309) 663-4406. Checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation.

STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES /

State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile o
Feral Foundation is one of the non-profit organizations -
that qualifies to receive this benefit. Contributions must "9

be a minimum of $25.00 and must not exceed $1500.00
per calendar year. To create a matching gift request,
please follow these steps:

1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.

2. Log onto the internet and type in the address line:
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives

3. Enter your Associate 1D/Agent Code number in the
"Associate 1D" field.

4. Click the "Create your Password" link in red.

5. Enter required information and create a password and
click "Save".

5. Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00(@ statefarm.com

Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this
program has great potential for much needed funds. Please
participate today!
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CHRISTMAS FOR THE CATS

Mason would like to remind everyone how
important it is to donate cat food to the
Sterile Feral Christmas Tree for the Cats
held at Kruger Animal Hospital throughout
the month of December. Sterile Feral
does not operate a food bank but we are
contacted by people who see cats in need
of food in their own neighborhoods, want
to feed, but have no extra money for cat
food. These donations help out greatly for
them as well as our own colonies. Purina
dry and Friskies wet food preferred.
Thanks and Merry Christmas to all!

SAVE THE DATE

6TH ANNUAL SPRING DINNER

il SUNDAY * MAY 3, 2020 * 5-7PM
— KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS = 1706 RT DUNN DR. BLOOMINGTON

» 3)

spaghetti (meat or vegetarian) - salad

bread - homemade desserts
complimentary coffee, iced tea & lemonade
alcoholic beverages available in K of Clounge

Take-out available Adults $8 Children under 12 $5

Lynne's delicious spaghetti & great shopping. Please join
us to support the cats & save lives!

HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING! S‘

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select
Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of your purchase will go to
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines!

l amazonsmile
N

You shop. Amazon gives.
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THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
P.0. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

NAME : i
ADDRESS: |
CITY: STATE: ZIP;
PHONE: E-MAIL: §

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
] An email thank you letter will be fine. [_] No receipt for my gift is needed.

[] Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

: LI Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.



