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This year Sterile Feral Foundation is celebrating 20 years of  life-saving work in our portion of  the feline world. We are thrilled to 
be here to do so, especially since there are many undeveloped areas of  Illinois where there is a great need for services and none 
exist. Sterile Feral has callers from all parts of  central Illinois and we are happy to help if  the person can get their cats to us in 
Bloomington-Normal or to one of  our veterinarians in outlying areas. 

We thought readers might be interested in how Sterile Feral got started and how far we have come in 20 years. Awareness began in 
1997 when Heidi Bowman noticed a group of  feral cats around her apartment dumpster. She began feeding and TNR (Trap-Neuter-Return) 
on her own since there were no other local organizations to deal with ferals at that time. Several other interested people connected 
with Heidi and Sterile Feral was born. Large cat colonies at several Bloomington locations needed TNR and daily feeding and the 
founders worked at these major projects. They also expanded into helping residents of  Bloomington-Normal and surrounding towns 
with TNR for their own colonies. Sterile Feral Foundation was then legally incorporated by the State of  Illinois in December 1999. 
Today we owe these founders a great deal of  gratitude for tackling the tough issues of  TNR in these large colonies and introducing it 
to the community as a new concept. This was an innovative idea and a great deal of  work. Heidi Bowman has continued to be active 
with Sterile Feral in these last 20 years, helping cats in many ways including; TNR, newsletter, fund-raising and spay day help. Many, 
many thanks to Heidi for all her hard work, for starting us on the path to grow and evolve into what we have become today, AND 
for giving us the most clever name of  all--Sterile Feral Foundation!

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD
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ART FOR A CAUSE

In fall of  2018, Sterile Feral received a very special surprise and honor. Taylor, a student 
at Heyworth Elementary School chose Sterile Feral as the organization to draw for in 
her Art for a Cause project of  art class. Taylor says "she has always loved cats and has 
cats of  her own." She chose Sterile Feral because "she wants cats to have the best life 
they can and she thinks Sterile Feral can help them have the best life." What a great 
compliment to us! Taylor's family became aware of  Sterile Feral when we loaned them 
a live trap to catch and assist a sick cat. 

Taylor's talented drawing is of  four cats with various colors and expressions and says, 
"What Greater Gift Than The Love of  a Cat!" 

We have since gotten it framed and have already displayed it at 2 fund-raising events. It 
has received many admirers and glowing compliments about her art and community spirit. 

Thank you, Taylor--we will cherish your drawing always!
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30 CATS ABANDONED OUTSIDE

This report came to Sterile Feral in Fall of  
2018, shortly before a very severe winter 
began. An elderly man had been caring 
for a number of  cats inside his home and 
a few ferals outside. He died suddenly and 
the person living with him put all the cats 
outside and stopped feeding everyone. 
Neighbors in this rural subdivision began 
noticing cats everywhere looking hungry, 
desperate and bewildered by their sudden 
abandonment. The neighbors began calling 
Sterile Feral reporting that "there were 
cats everywhere, sitting in driveways and 
in the road. They have no food and they 
don't seem to know what to do or where 
to go." Some cats stayed near their home 
and cried for food but the person who put 
them outside continued to ignore them and 
when contacted by Sterile Feral, was too 
rude and unreasonable to deal with. It was 
clear he had no interest in the cats and 
what would happen to them and that his 
attitude would not change. 

Sterile Feral began negotiating with the 
nearest neighbor who was worried about 
the cats but had never intended to take 
on 30. Ultimately, we were able to work 

out an agreement that if  we provided 
ongoing support, they would agree to feed, 
shelter and care for the cats long term. The 
timing and weather were still workable for 
trapping so we conducted a 30 cat spay day 
for that group alone. All of  the cats but one 
were unsterilized so one can only imagine 
how many more kittens would have been 
born and how much greater the burden 
of  care taking would have been without 
immediate neuter/spay. It was a good thing 
that no one delayed any part of  the process 
because soon after their surgeries, the 
harsh winter of  2018-2019 began and the 
suffering of  the cats without food, water 
and shelter would have been enormous.

Sterile Feral was happy and thankful to do 
our part in providing care and will always 
be grateful for the cooperative neighbors 
who didn't expect 30 cats in their future, 
but accepted them anyway. As you can see 
in the pictures, the cats look content and 
well-fed. Purrs from these cats and many 
thanks to all our supporters who help us 
assist with these emergencies. Another 
disaster avoided is always a victory!
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select 
Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to 
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines! 

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

SAVE THE DATE
5th ANNUAL FALL DINNER

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
1706 RT DUNN DR. BLOOMINGTON
pulled pork (bbq or plain) · slow cooked bbq chicken 
cheesy potato casserole · vegetable · homemade desserts 
complimentary coffee, iced tea & lemonade 
alcoholic beverages available in K of  C lounge

Take-out available Adults $10 Children under 12 $7

SHOP AT                                    AND SAVE! 

You can help the cats by doing your grocery shopping! Please call the hot 
line at (309) 663-4406 to request your card. Present your card at check-out 
and Sterile Feral will receive:

1% on your monthly purchases up to $300

2% on your monthly purchases up to $301 - $600

3% on your monthly purchases between $601 - $999

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

®

OCTOBER 6, 2019 �� 5 - 7PM






