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SAVE THE DATE
September 8 & 9--Peoria Cat Show at Exposition Gardens 1601 W. Northmoor Rd.  Great food, shopping and cats to 
see, both purebred and rescues.  Hours approximate 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. both days.  Sterile Feral is one of  the most popular vendors  at 
this show and we will have new Fall items.  Please stop by to see us and support the cats!

October 7 4th Annual Fall Dinner at Knights of Columbus Hall in Bloomington 5 - 7 p.m. Great food, fun and shopping! 
See p. 7 for details. 

COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD TO STERILE FERAL
On March 9, 2018, Sterile Feral Foundation 
was honored to receive the Wishbone 
Canine Rescue Community Heroes award 
at their annual Wine and Wishes dinner and 
fund-raising event.  Lynne Cisco accepted the 
award on behalf  of  Sterile Feral which was 
presented by Larry Apfelbaum of  Wishbone 
and who is also a Sterile Feral supporter.  
A beautiful black and gray marbled plaque 
with gold lettering and cat figure states, 
"This award is given in recognition of  
unwavering commitment to the well being 
of  feral and stray cats in central Illinois".  
An attractive gold-trimmed Certificate of  
Recognition from the State of  Illinois House 
of  Representatives was also presented 
to Lynne acknowledging our work "with 
congratulations and appreciation for your 
work in assuring the well being of  feral 
and stray cats through the TNR program." 

This was offered by Rep. Dan Brady and 
signed by Michael J. Madigan.  

During Lynne's introduction, it was noted 
that at least 10,000 cats have been 
neutered/spayed by Sterile Feral since 

its founding in 1999.  Sterile Feral is the 
only local organization devoted solely to 
cats through our TNR program and low cost 
neuter/spay.  Sterile Feral is not affiliated 
with any state or national organizations 
and receives no funding from those sources.  
All money donated to Sterile Feral goes 
directly to help local cats.  

Wishbone also introduced Lynne by stating 
that "neither sleet, snow nor any inclement 
weather stops Sterile Feral volunteers 
from taking care of  the cats" and Lynne 
enthusiastically verified that fact.  Many 
thanks to Wishbone and the State of  Illinois 
for this recognition and appreciation of  our 
work.  A  grateful thank you also goes out 
to our dedicated supporters and volunteers 
who make this work possible.  We could not 
do it without you!!
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Our next Sterile Feral dinner will be held October 7, 2018 (see p.7 for details).  We are moving back to the Knights of  Columbus 
location.  We appreciated the hospitality of  the Eagles Lodge members in hosting our April dinner but attendance was unusually low 
and not conducive to continuing there.  Only one dinner will now be held yearly and we are putting all our efforts into the October 
dinner in hopes of  maximum success. A $250 rental fee is required by Knights of  Columbus to use their kitchen and dining room.  
Anyone willing to donate toward that fee or food cost, please call 309-663-4406, email: sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or simply 
send your check with a note to use for that purpose.  All donations will help immensely.

Sterile Feral will not be participating in the Normal West High School craft sale this year as sales have been declining the last 3 years 
and the money made from this event no longer justifies the enormous amount of  work involved.  We may look into attendance at 
the Bloomington High School craft sale held the first Saturday of  every November, but that is yet to be determined.  

Anyone interested in shopping with us for Christmas or personal gifts may do so at the October dinner, even if  they do not wish to 
eat there.  All of  the same items that would be at the craft sale will be available at the dinner sale.  Your support for the October 
dinner and purchase of  Sterile Feral items is vital to continuing our neuter/spay  program.  Lynne Cisco will be cooking up her best 
for October, with a second delicious entree--barbaqued chicken--in addition to the other menu favorites.  There will also be new and 
exciting items for sale, so please join us for great dining and shopping on October 7, 2018 at the Knights of  Columbus.  

Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Memory of  all our cats.  In Honor of  Taffy Two.  -Don & Peggy Hapgood

In Memory of  Pumpkin. - Carol Loughran

To all my cats that have died; to all my cats in the house; to all my 
feral cats outside that I feed and shelter.  I love you all very much. 
- Barbara C. Brown

In Honor of  Bob, Yukon and Tucker and in remembrance of  all our kitties:  
Beep, Murphy, Wink, Timmy, Biscuit, Katya, Kitten, Oscar, Pumpkin and 
Molly.   - Christine & Gary Gruber

In Memory of  Niles and Buddy. - John Foster

In Loving Memory of  Tiki and all before him.  - Rosemary Smith

For my mom, Maryann Pedelty's feral cats.  Those "wild things make 
her heart sing!" - Lynn Schmitz

Memorial to Tipper and in Honor of  her replacement Trixie, who we 
adopted at TAPS. - Chris McCarrell

In Memory of  Missy, Jennifer, Blaze, Freddie and Bella.  
- Stephen & Nancy Konwinski

In Memory of  Sophie, Miki and Sheba.  - Lois Hoffman

In Memorial of  our best friend, Dolly.  - Dave Darnall

In Memory of  our sweet Mitten.  Such a good girl.  
- Sandra K. Arnold & Gary Kombrink

In Loving Memory of  our past "fur babies" and gratitude for our present 
and future "gift children from the corn."   - Mary Adams

In Memory of  Oscar, my feral cat who lived with us for 7 years. 
- Helen Gasdorf

In Memory of  Mama Kitty Grubb. - Mary Combs

In Memory of  Toula and Fearless.  - Mary Leach

In Honor of  our lovable and delightful Inka who has given us 10 years 
of  joy!  - Carol Cabaj

In Loving Memory of  Lucky "Charm", the first cat who showed up in 
our lives and taught us to open our hearts to love cats, especially stray 
ones.  Also of  sweet Felix, whose life was cut so short, Tigger and Goldie.   
- Terry & Dewi White

WILLS & BEQUESTS

In Memory of  Sadie. - Peg Casper

In Memory of  Tony, who brought life and joy to our home and never 
refused a hug.  We love and miss him dearly.   - The Rudin Family

In Honor of  Hillary Pepper's birthday.  She is the consumate feral 
adoptee mom.  - Linda Kimber

In Loving Memory of  the cats and kittens that never met a kind Sterile 
Feral person.  From some of  the lucky ones--Spooky, Scamp, Freeda, 
Tippy Dimitri, Mama, Papa, Spanky, Hampton and more.   
- Robin & Bob Duffy

In Memory of  Lucas Dane, who blessed our family with his soulful 
eyes and mischievous ways the last 11 years.  - Amy & Mike Millett

In Memory of  Marlene Clothier.  - Susan Kaliher

In Memory of  Marlene Clothier.  - Sandra Holder

In Memory of  a very special cat, Curbie, who was a beautiful boy with 
a beautiful soul and beloved member of  the Weatherly family.    
- Dave & Laurie Sharar

In Memory of  Tom Sohn.  - Patricia D. Wieland

In Memory of  Tom Sohn. - Dick & Nancy Wilson

In beloved Memory of  Nicki, Erman, Chestnut, Lucky, Poppy and Callie.   
- Kathie Toberman

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will 
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our 
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested 
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the 
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of  PO Box 
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to 
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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SIAMESE USES UP 4 OF  9 LIVES!

Tripp, an adorable Siamese mix with the 
sweetest personality ever, has been through 
numerous life-threatening and near miss 
trials already in his short life.  He is close 
to only 1 year old and has lived through 
homelessness, near abandonment and a 
mangled declaw which required veterinary 
surgery a second time to repair a paw he 
could not even walk on.  

Tripp originally lived with a homeless 
person who sought shelter with a kind 
couple.  After neuter through Sterile Feral 
and still a kitten, his person moved out on 
her own.  This did not last long however, 
and the kind couple heard she was planning 

to move again and abandon Tripp outside 
on his own.  In just the nick of  time, they 
arrived at his home to scoop him up and 
take him home with them.  He was then 
placed in another home which was believed 
to be responsible, but turned out to be only 
another temporary situation with a person 
who did not understand cat behavior or 
commitment and had him declawed by an 
incompetent veterinarian.  One front paw 
was infected and had a bone protruding.  
As soon as a Sterile Feral person learned 
this had happened, he was immediately 
taken to one of  our vets for surgical repair 
of  the paw.  Tripp is on his third name and 
in his fourth home, which appears to be a 

loving and committed one.  He shares this 
home with a handsome black and white 
cat named Diego, another abandonment 
rescue and the two cats bonded quickly.  
We wish the best for the whole family and 
especially for Tripp who is finally safe in a 
forever home.  Many thanks to all rescuers 
and veterinarians involved in saving his 
life and health!
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SHOP AT                                      AND SAVE! 

You can help the cats by doing your grocery shopping! Please call the hotline 
at (309) 663-4406 to request your card. Present your card at check-out and 
Sterile Feral will receive:

1% on your monthly purchases up to $300

2% on your monthly purchases up to $301 - $600

3% on your monthly purchases between $601 - $999

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

®

DON'T TRAP WITHOUT A PLAN
Live-trapping cats for neuter/spay requires 
planning and a process.  This is very 
important for success and to lessen any 
discomfort for the cats.  It is best to contact 
Sterile Feral in advance and this is what we 
will tell you:

1. Don't be afraid or think you can't do 
this--you can!

2. We will provide the traps you need and 
a method of  veterinary service--either 
monthly spay days or access to our local 
vets.

3. Traps are to be tied open for the period 
of  time needed for the cats to be eating 
comfortably at the closed end of  trap.

4. At appointed time, trap is untied and 
set to catch cat, always in daylight to 
avoid catching wildlife, and always when 
a person is home and awake to cover cat 
immediately so it will be calm.

5. Cat can be safely transported to the 
veterinarian for a pre-scheduled surgery 
appointment or to us for a pre-arranged 
spay day.  Be sure to keep cat covered the 
entire time.

Some people--usually the ones who don't 
call us first--trap a cat on impulse and then 
don't know what to do with it.  This almost 
always ends badly for the cat.  It is either 
taken to an animal control facility where it 
probably won't leave alive, or often dumped 
in the country far away from its familiar 
territory.  A cat will try to return home and 
usually gets killed by cars or coyotes, or 
may be shot by country people who don't 
want them there.  Sometimes people catch 
a cat and then let it loose because they 
were trying to get wildlife instead.  But 
some cats will never go in a trap again, 

so it will be left un-neutered or unspayed 
and will never be able to be caught again, 
even for a humane purpose.  

The best solution for the cats is TNR 
(Trap-Neuter-Return) for their health and 
safety.  Anyone is welcome to call or 
email Sterile Feral for direction, advice 
and neuter/spay services.  But be sure to 
call us before you trap the cat!  The process 
does work and we are happy to help.  The 
cats and caring people everywhere will 
thank you!
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Volunteers are needed for a variety of  activities! Please call 
309-663-4406 or email sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS

STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile 
Feral Foundation is one of  the non-profit organizations 
that qualifies to receive this benefit.  It began on July 1, 
2016 but is retroactive to any donations you have sent to 
Sterile Feral since January 1, 2016.  Contributions must be 
a minimum of  $25.00 and must not exceed $1500.00 per 
calendar year.  To create a matching gift request, please 
follow these steps:
1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.
2.  Log onto the internet and type in the address line: 
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives 
3.  Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the 
"Associate ID" field.
4.  Click the "Create your Password" link in red.
5.  Enter required information and create a password and 
click "Save".
5.  Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00@statefarm.com 
Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this 
program has great potential for much needed funds.  
Please participate today!

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden 
stakes for only $35 to support our non-profit organization. 
Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat logo inspired the 
design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty 
steel garden stakes will last for years. In addition to 
untinished steel, these colors are now available- black 
matte, hammered black, copper, silver and bronze.  The 
cat’s body measures 12” H x 9.25” W. Order yours today 
by contacting us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or 
(309) 663-4406. Checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation. 
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select 
Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to 
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines! 

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

SAVE THE DATE

STERILE FERAL DINNER
OCTOBER 7, 2018 • 7 - 9PM
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
1706 RT DUNN DR.  BLOOMINGTON
pulled pork (bbq or plain) · slow cooked bbq chicken 
cheesy potato casserole · vegetable · homemade desserts 
complimentary coffee, iced tea & lemonade 
alcoholic beverages available in K of  C lounge

Take-out available Adults $10 Children under 12 $7

MASON UNSURE ABOUT THIS HAT
Sunburn and skin cancer due to UV exposure 
from the sun are real risks for cats--espe-
cially to white, white-faced and light-colored 
cats, and especially to areas not covered 
by hair such as ears and noses.  This can 
happen to housecats who lay in sunny spots, 
as well as cats allowed outdoors.  Watch for 
these signs and consult with your vet if  
you suspect sunburn or skin cancer.  Signs 
include:  redness of  the skin in exposed 
areas (ears, nose, eyelids and belly), pain 
in red areas, itching and scratching, scaly 
or crusty areas of  skin, hair loss around 
edges of ears.  Skin cancer can be fatal.  It is 
best to limit your cat's exposure to sun from 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and keep your cat indoors 
completely if  possible.  



THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL  61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:	 STATE:	 ZIP:

PHONE:	 E-MAIL:

Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.


