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SAVE THE DATE
STERILE FERAL CHRISTMAS TREE FOR THE CATS at Kruger Animal Hospital lobby throughout the month of  December.  Cat 
food donations needed!  Purina dry food bags and Friskies pate canned food preferred.  

ILLINI CAT CLUB CAT SHOW March 2 & 3, 2019.  10 am - 3 pm both days.  Located at the Urbana Wyndham Garden Hotel.  Sterile 
Feral will have items for sale in the hotel lobby.  

5th ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER May 5, 2019 at Knights of  Columbus Hall in Bloomington.  5 - 7 p.m.  Great food, fun and 
shopping.  We are thrilled to have it back!  See page 7 for details.

GROWTH AND PROGRESS
Greetings to all from Sterile Feral and 
Mason, our spokescat.  Mason looked so 
happy while he enjoyed playing in the 
leaves during our short Fall season this 
year.  During this holiday season, he and his 
person are especially grateful that Sterile 
Feral was here to help him have a happy, 
healthy life.  For those who don't remember, 
Mason had twine embedded in his neck for 
almost a year, from kittenhood to young 
adulthood and which had to be surgically 
removed after his Sterile Feral person was 
able to catch him. 
In addition to over 9000 neuter/spay 
surgeries since 2006, Sterile Feral has 
helped with many medical emergencies 
for cats who had no other options.  Our 
veterinarians have removed mangled legs, 
sutured 10 inch wounds, repaired botched 
declaws, cured many upper respiratory 

infections, saved infected eyes and treated 
many abscesses, just to name a few.  All 
of  these cats could easily have suffered 
longer or had their lives lost completely 
without people who cared enough to take 
them in and call Sterile Feral to assist.  
Our goal is not only neuter/spay, but to 
keep tame cats in homes that actually care 
about them and, for the ferals, keep them in 
safe territories.  If  you can make a lifetime 
commitment to the cat, we can help make 
that possible with life-saving veterinary 

care and neuter/spay.  
We could not do any of  this without our 
skilled veterinarians who make themselves 
available to help with medical needs, and 
without our donators who make this 
possible with their generosity.  We owe both 
more gratitude than can ever be expressed.  
We also owe a huge debt of  gratitude to 
the few volunteers who do all of  the actual 
work, from helping with monthly spay days 
to making fund-raising events happen.  
The need for more dedicated people to 
volunteer is great and is described in 
more detail on page 2.  If  there are any 
of  those jobs that appeal to our readers, 
please consider calling or emailing.  All are 
necessary parts of  our ability to assist the 
cats in many ways and all are important 
and rewarding.  Happy Holidays, purrs from 
the cats and many thanks to all!
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To continue providing Central Illinois with ongoing services, 
we need additional volunteers.  A description of  the duties for 
each position is provided below. Most duties can be split among 
volunteers. If  you are interested or need additional information 
for a position, please call (309) 663-4406 and leave your name 
and number or email us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com. 
Spay/Neuter Clinic: Once a month (except January) SFF hosts a 
spay/neuter clinic. 

SUNDAY MORNING:
•	 Provide food and water to cats in traps
•	 Clean traps
•	 Wash/dry food/water dishes
•	 Transfer cats from carrier to trap if  needed for incoming cats
•	 Assist with completing paperwork for incoming cats
•	 Label traps for identification process for incoming cats

TUESDAY MORNING:
•	 Assist with unloading cats from Animal Protective League 

(APL truck) 
•	 Prepare cats for return to colony managers by separating 

into groups
•	 Transfer cats from traps to carrier if  needed
•	 Clean debris from and wash traps (may occasionally need 

help on a different day)
•	 Transport cats to colony manager if  needed

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FEEDERS FOR COMMUNITY CAT COLONIES: 
(POSITIONS NOW OPEN IN EL PASO)
•	 Assist colony manager with providing food and water at 

colonies per assigned day
•	 Assist with winterizing shelters at colonies if  needed
•	 Report any concerns at colonies

FUNDRAISER EVENTS (CAT SHOWS AND DINNERS)
•	 Transport merchandise and display equipment to (cat 

shows-Friday afternoon) (dinners-Sunday afternoon) and from 
event (cat shows-Sunday afternoon) (dinners-Sunday evening)

•	 Assist with set-up (cat shows-Friday afternoon) (dinners-Sun-
day afternoon) and take down (cat shows-Sunday afternoon) 
(dinners-Sunday evening)

•	 Assist with event (cat shows-selling merchandise) (dinners-sell-
ing merchandise, kitchen assistance, clean tables)

TRAP STORAGE:
•	 Store traps and deliver to staging area or colony manager 

as needed

WEBSITE:
•	 Redesign website 
•	 Maintain system updates
•	 Add/delete articles/information

The Board Members of Sterile Feral Foundation:
Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Honor of  Buddy - John Foster

In Memory of  my feral colony that have all passed away.  Miss 
every one of  the kitties - Cheryl Hitzner

In Honor of  Sterile Feral volunteers.  Thank you! - Cindy Costello

In Memory of  Rosie Belle, 18 1/2 purrfect years.  Also, J.J. and 
Cuddles before her - Susan Elliott

In Honor of  Toby - Charlie & Anita Crowe

In Memory of  Dolly - Dave Darnall

For the Memory of  Barbara Retoff  - Bill Retoff

In Memory of  Tom Sohn - Lesley & Ronald Richmond
                                          Dianne & Lloyd Mowrer
                                          Ms. Nancy Anderson
                                          David & Karen Ashley
                                          Roger & Sharon Hellman
                                          Ms. Judith Ondercho
                                          Eugene & Judith Schleuter
                                          Mrs. Eleanor Taylor
                                          Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Woody
                                          Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Schenck

Those we love don't go away.

They walk beside us everyday.

Unseen, unheard but always near.

Still loved, still missed and very dear.

WILLS & BEQUESTS
Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will 
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our 
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested 
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the 
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of  PO Box 
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to 
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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FRANKEN MOVES INSIDE

Franken's story began much like many 
others--a feral cat roaming un-neutered in 
a small town, looking for food and shelter.  
He finds a home to feed him, but also brings 
with him a serious injury that had caused a 

10 inch open wound to his back and neck.  
His feeders call Sterile Feral for advice 
and help, and through their patience and 
considerable efforts are able to get him 
in a carrier and to our veterinarian for 
treatment.  Franken's open wound was a 
maggot infested mess. One of  our skillful 
veterinarians was able to clean this up, 
staple, suture, medicate and send him 
home to recover.  He was also neutered 
of  course!   Franken was kept inside to 
recover, which was necessary to insure no 
more infection, injury or infestation.  This 
often required much work and effort from 
his caretakers, scaring them as he would 
dig at his recovering but uncomfortable 
wound.  Everyone persisted and through 
pain medicine, sedatives, vet visits and 

IT'S A PEOPLE PROBLEM BE PART OF THE SOLUTION
Not enough can ever be said about the 
importance of  commitment to the cats (or 
any animal) that we take into our lives.  
Shelters and animal control facilities 
everywhere are full of  adult cats who were 
adopted as kittens somewhere.  Lack of  
commitment is the reason most of  them 
are there.  The reasons given for surrender 
are familiar to all shelter workers and most 
are lame, transparent excuses.  Very few of  
the total surrenders involve a caretaker's 
death or a move to a nursing home.  
Large scale neuter/spay throughout the 
country has made a dent in the number of  
kittens born every year but more could be 
done.  Not by the animal welfare agencies 
who are working tirelessly to provide low 
or no-cost neuter/spay, but by the people 

who deliberately let kittens be born for 
the most absurd of  reasons,  and by the 
people who don't care what happens to 
all the kittens they let their females keep 
producing several times a year.  There 
are many neuter/spay programs out here 
now.  Many people don't care enough to 
even make that call or to actually get the 
cat to the low cost clinic.  It's easier to do 
nothing, keep blaming the cats and nature, 
and contribute to the suffering.  
We can't all be in all places to educate and 
alleviate.  But each one of  us can help with 
situations that cross our paths personally.  
When you hear of  someone wanting to 
"get rid" of  their cat or kittens, talk to 
them about alternatives or refer them to 
a responsible organization for advice.  It 

may not do any good but it never hurts 
to try.  When you see someone who has 
litter after litter of  innocent kittens with 
no future, please refer them to an agency 
who can help with neuter/spay and try to 
work with them to get it done.  Each one 
of  us can make a difference and many 
differences together become incredible 
success.  Thank you!

a comfortable heated room, Franken has 
decided he likes being a housecat and 
wants to stay.  His people love him and are 
dedicated to his care.  Many thanks to them 
for caring enough to begin this journey with 
Franken and to our dedicated veterinarian 
for fixing this difficult injury.  We are all 
wishing a long, happy life for Franken and 
family.  Isn't he a beautiful guy!!
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SHOP AT                                      AND SAVE! 

You can help the cats by doing your grocery shopping! Please call the hotline 
at (309) 663-4406 to request your card. Present your card at check-out and 
Sterile Feral will receive:

1% on your monthly purchases up to $300

2% on your monthly purchases up to $301 - $600

3% on your monthly purchases between $601 - $999

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

®

HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE MORE SPAGHETTI!!
Sterile Feral will be hosting another 
spaghetti dinner on May 5, 2019 at the 
Knights of  Columbus hall in Bloomington.  
Due to health issues, Lynne had decided 
to cook one dinner only for Sterile Feral 
per year.  But many expressed regrets at 
the loss of  her spaghetti and an enjoyable 
social event have persuaded her to try it 
one more time.  Whether the spaghetti 
dinners continue or not will depend on 
high attendance.  These dinners, like all our 

fund-raising events, are extremely labor 
intensive to prepare and also conduct the 
day of  the event.  Your understanding of  
this reality is much appreciated.  In addition, 
we would like to thank the Abundant Life 
ministry for providing help with the October 
pork and chicken dinner.  Their help with 
set up was much appreciated and a good 
example of  two community organizations 
working together to "lend a hand up, not 
out" to both cats and people in need of  

assistance.  So in the spirit of  community 
cooperation and Lynne's deep devotion to 
both Sterile Feral and Abundant Life, we 
are pleased to be able to offer another 
spaghetti dinner.  Please come out to enjoy 
it with us and support the cats.  Details on 
page 7.   Thank you!
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STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile 
Feral Foundation is one of  the non-profit organizations 
that qualifies to receive this benefit.  It began on July 1, 
2016 but is retroactive to any donations you have sent to 
Sterile Feral since January 1, 2016.  Contributions must be 
a minimum of  $25.00 and must not exceed $1500.00 per 
calendar year.  To create a matching gift request, please 
follow these steps:
1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.
2.  Log onto the internet and type in the address line: 
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives 
3.  Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the 
"Associate ID" field.
4.  Click the "Create your Password" link in red.
5.  Enter required information and create a password and 
click "Save".
5.  Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00@statefarm.com 
Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this 
program has great potential for much needed funds.  
Please participate today!

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden 
stakes for only $35 to support our non-profit organization. 
Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat logo inspired the 
design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty 
steel garden stakes will last for years. In addition to 
untinished steel, these colors are now available- black 
matte, hammered black, copper, silver and bronze.  The 
cat’s body measures 12” H x 9.25” W. Order yours today 
by contacting us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or 
(309) 663-4406. Checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation. 
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select 
Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to 
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines! 

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

SAVE THE DATE
5TH ANNUAL SPRING DINNER
SPAGHETTI IS BACK!
SUNDAY • MAY 5, 2019 • 5-7PM
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS • 1706 RT DUNN DR.  BLOOMINGTON

spaghetti (meat or vegetarian) · salad 
bread · homemade desserts 
complimentary coffee, iced tea & lemonade 
alcoholic beverages available in K of  C lounge

Take-out available Adults $8 Children under 12 $5

CHRISTMAS FOR THE CATS
Mason would like to remind everyone how 
important it is to donate cat food to the 
Sterile Feral Christmas Tree for the Cats 
held at Kruger Animal Hospital throughout 
the month of  December.  Sterile Feral 
does not operate a food bank but we are 
contacted by people who see cats in need 
of food in their own neighborhoods, want 
to feed, but have no extra money for cat 
food.  These donations help out greatly for 
them as well as our own colonies.  Purina 
dry and Friskies wet food preferred.  
Thanks and Merry Christmas to all!



THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL  61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:	 STATE:	 ZIP:

PHONE:	 E-MAIL:

Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.

PLEASE SAVE PAPER AND POSTAGE!
An email thank you letter will be fine. No receipt for my gift is needed.


