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UPCOMING EVENTS
September 9 & 10 Peoria Cat Show at Exposition Gardens 1601 W. Northmoor Rd. Great food, shopping and cats to see, 
both purebred and rescues. Hours approximate 10 a.m. -4 p.m. both days. Sterile Feral is one of  the most popular vendors at this 
show and we always have new Fall items. Please stop by to see us and support the cats! 
October 8 3rd Annual Fall dinner at Knights of Columbus Hall in Bloomington 5 - 7 p.m. Great food, fun and shopping! 
See p. 7 for details. 
November Normal Community West High School Craft Sale Date to be announced. School full of  high quality handmade 
items and Sterile Feral is among the best. Great shopping for Christmas and all occasions. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

KITTEN SEASON HAS ARRIVED!
Sterile Feral Foundation provided neuter/
spay for one of  our largest groups ever 
during the winter of  2017. It is gratifying 
to hear from their person that the cats 
are now safe and happy at home in their 
colony; healthier and more content after 
neuter/spay. Sterile Feral is now at about 
9000 sterilization surgeries for cats since 
2006 and we are always happy to help 
with groups or individual cats that need 
assistance with neuter/spay. Please call 
us to keep your colonies stable in size and 
healthy and refer anyone you know who 
needs help. That's what we are here for! 
In addition, we continue to help with 
emergency situations in which cats and 
kittens find themselves. Tabbies and legs 
seem to be in the news so far in 2017. A 
tabby named Tarzan fell 3 stories from a 
building and broke a leg in 3 places. 

See page 4 for his story. And four tiny tabby 
kittens found themselves abandoned after 
their mother abruptly disappeared. One 
of  these kittens has a broken leg as well. 
See page 5 for details. All have a happy 

ending thanks to the donations given to 
Sterile Feral Foundation from our dedicated 
supporters. Please continue to give so the 
cats can live! Many thanks to all and have 
a safe summer season. 
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Ear-tipping cats has taken place since Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) 
began in the late 1980s and early 1990s. It is the humane 
marking of  a feral or outside cat to tell the rest of  the world 
the cat has already been neutered or spayed and is part of  a 
managed colony. Ear-tipping is the removal of  a small part (not 
over ¼ inch) of  the top of  the left ear so the ear does not have 
a point like the right ear, but may look flat or slightly rounded 
on top. 
There is nothing to be afraid of  with an ear-tip. In the early days, 
some ear-tips were more extreme, taking off  too much of  the 
ear which sometimes became a healing problem or ended up 
looking-:like a frostbite case. But ear-tips in more recent years 
are more appropriately done, cause no pain to the cat, are not 
disfiguring and heal well. 
If  you live in McLean County, ear-tips are especially important. 
Sterile Feral has an agreement with Animal Control that their 
facility will call us if  an ear-tipped cat is taken in there. Sterile 
Feral is then usually able to identify the area and colony it came 
from, thus returning it safely home. Without the ability to call 
us with the identifying information, the cat would be left at 
animal Control to be adopted out to someone else (if  tame) or 
be euthanized if  feral or if  they are full. 

WHY AN EAR-TIP? 

In addition, if  members of  the public take in a stray with an 
ear-tip, that helps tell them and any veterinarian they go to that 
the cat does not need to have surgery again for a spay. Some 
spay scars are not easily identified and a spay/neuter tattoo 
is not always applied. If  anyone sees a group of  cats and is 
concerned about them, visible ear-tips will tell them this is a 
managed colony that is fed and cared for. For people who have 
barn colonies, it is still helpful to ear-tip in order to keep their 
population stable and healthy. They may have a number of  black 
cats or tabbies who look alike and the ear-tips tell them who has 
been done and who still needs to get neutered or spayed. 
So don't be skittish about ear-tips! They are harmless and very 
helpful in promoting TNR, returning cats to their homes and in 
maintaining neuter/spay in barn and other managed groups of  
cats. Thank you. 

The  Board Members of  Sterile Feral Foundation:

Sue Stelma
Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS 
In Honor of  Sunshine, my orange tabby, rescued 3 years 
ago - Jared Baumhardt

In Memory of  CJ, a Russian Blue, who was loved dearly 
by Don & Shirley Beggs - Sally B. Pancrazio 

In Honor of  Taffy Two and in Memory of  all our cats
 - Don & Peggy Hapgood 

In Memory of  Cleo and C.C. my loving companions 
- Teresa Tyler 

In Memory of  Jeannie and Webber 
- Cathy & Mike Nalewajka 

Christmas "gifts" in Honor of  Judy Balding, Julie Philpot 
and Darrell Brommer  - Sadie Brommer 

In Honor of  my mom, Maryann Pedelty. "Her" feral cats 
are good friends to her! - Lynn Schmitz 

In Memory of  Zeus, Stripes and Simon, precious cats of  
Billy and Melissa Walden - Patricia D. Wieland 

In Honor of  Gus and Bertie, Hillary Peppers' boys that 
found their way to her home and her heart -  Linda Kimber 

In Memorial for Sugar - Sandra Schaller 

In Memory of  Samantha, Fancy, Rosco, Skip, Penny and 
Stella. You are missed - Stephen & Nancy Konwinski 

For the ones we lost this year-Ally, Scruffy and Squeaky 
- Jim & Mary Kruger 

In Memory of  Fearless - Mary A. Leach 

In Memory of  Nicholas and Natalie - Charlie & Mary Cox 

In Memory of  Lil Mitts, Big Mitten, Little Jack and Cowboy 
Joe Pussums - Sandi Arnold & Gary Kombrink 

In Memory of  David Kinsella - Patricia J. Gustafson 

WILLS & BEQUESTS

To all the cats we had. To all the cats we have now. You 
have made us happy and we love you very much. 
- George & Barbara Brown 

In Honor of  Butter, Poppy Jewell, Cookie & Ella
- Sally B.  Pancrazio

In Memory of  "Katya" Fogarty, beloved cat to Steve and 
Gayle Fogarty - Cathy Nalewajka

In Honor of  Niles - John Foster 

In Memory of  Mama Suzy, the feral beauty who came 
indoors to live with me and my cats and to grace us with 
her sweet love - Patricia D. Wieland

In Memory of  Delores Bigger, beloved wife of  Harley 
Bigger and one of  the kindest people I have ever known. 
You are greatly missed - Kathie Toberman 

In Memory of  Bizzy, Ruffles, Holly and Squeaker. Long 
lives and greatly missed - Kathie Tobennan

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will 
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our 
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested 
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the 
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of  PO Box 
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to 
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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TARZAN LIVES UP TO HIS NAME 

The reason is still a mystery but in Spring 
2017, Tarzan the tabby went flying over 
a balcony wall and fell 3 stories from his 
apartment. He was not injured except 
for a back leg bone that was fractured 
in 3 distinct places. He needed surgical 
repair for this femur and also needed to 
be neutered. This work was generously 
provided by Dr. Bleem and Dr. McAfee at 
Kruger Animal Hospital. 
Tarzan's people did not know he was on the 
balcony at the time of  the accident and did 
not see it happen. He was known to sneak 
out there occasionally and they always got 
him inside when he did this. But this time he 
succeeded in staying out and got himself  in 

serious trouble. They heard him crying out 
in pain and saw him lying on the ground 
below. During his stay at the clinic, he was 
reported to be quite a character, but also a 
very sweet cat to work with even though 
he must have been in severe pain. The 
femur was not merely cracked but totally 
separated in 3 places. After skillful surgery, 

he recovered well and quickly. His people 
report that he is a feisty, determined cat, 
also known to be quite playful. Tarzan is 
just a young adult with a lot of  kitten left 
in him. We all hope for a long, active but 
safe life ahead for him—indoors with all 
paws on the ground!
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Four tiny brown-tabbies, just 3-4 weeks old, 
found themselves suddenly abandoned at 
their farm home one day when their mother 
failed to return to her nesting box. Their 
person, who had been talking with Sterile 
Feral about neuter/spay anyway, called for 
assistance with bottle-feeding and care. It 
was turning out to be a much more time 
consuming and complicated job than she 

SHOP AT                                      AND SAVE! 

You can help the cats by doing your grocery shopping! Please call the hotline 
at (309) 663-4406 to request your card. Present your card at check-out and 
Sterile Feral will receive:

1% on your monthly purchases up to $300

2% on your monthly purchases up to $301 - $600

3% on your monthly purchases between $601 - $999

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

®

TABBIES IN TROUBLE

had bargained for. Sterile Feral was able to 
contact a person who bottle-feeds neonatal 
kittens when necessary and she took the 
four babies on. They are growing quickly 
and eating on their own, after dealing with 
some health issues and 1 kitten with a 
fractured leg. Veterinary care was provided 
by Town and Country Animal Hospital to 
get everyone on the healthy track and put 

a tiny splint on the tiny broken leg. At the 
time of  this article, there has been much 
progress made. These kittens will need 
responsible indoor homes at age 8 weeks 
or older, so feel free to inquire with us at 
309-663-4406 if  you are able to provide 
such a home. 
Many thanks to everyone involved in their 
rescue and care! 
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Volunteers are needed for a variety of  activities! Please call 
309-663-4406 or email sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS

STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES
State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile 
Feral Foundation is one of  the non-profit organizations 
that qualifies to receive this benefit.  It began on July 1, 
2016 but is retroactive to any donations you have sent to 
Sterile Feral since January 1, 2016.  Contributions must be 
a minimum of  $25.00 and must not exceed $1500.00 per 
calendar year.  To create a matching gift request, please 
follow these steps:
1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.
2.  Log onto the internet and type in the address line: 
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives 
3.  Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the 
"Associate ID" field.
4.  Click the "Create your Password" link in red.
5.  Enter required information and create a password and 
click "Save".
5.  Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00@statefarm.com 
Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this 
program has great potential for much needed funds.  
Please participate today!

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES

Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden 
stakes for only $35 to support our non-profit organization. 
Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat logo inspired the 
design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty 
steel garden stakes will last for years. In addition to 
untinished steel, these colon are now available- black 
matte, hammered black and hammered bronze.  The cat’s 
body measures 12” H x 9.25” W. Order yours today by 
contacting us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or 
(309) 663-4406. Checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation. 
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HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select 
Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of  your purchase will go to 
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines! 

SAVE THE DATE

Knights of  Columbus Hall • 1706 RT Dunn Dr. Bloomington 

Adults - $10.00 Children under 12 - $7.00 
Carry-out available 

Pulled pork (barbecue or plain) 
Cheesy, potato casserole or vegan macaroni 
Vegetable
Homemade desserts 
Complimentary iced tea, coffee & lemonade 
Alcoholic beverages available at the K of  C lounge

Every dinner gets better! Please join us for food & fun!

The 3rd Annual Sterile Feral Fall Dinner Sunday, October 8, 2017 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

2017

SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES FEEDING AND SLEEPING SHELTERS AVAILABLE

This one features 2 doors, ample space inside, and lift top for cleaning and 
feeding. Move-in condition any cat would love! Mason, our "spokescat", advises 
you to call us at 309-663-4406 BEFORE the weather gets bad next winter.



THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL  61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

P.O. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newsletter!

NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:	 STATE:	 ZIP:

PHONE:	 E-MAIL:

Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.


