THE NEWSLETTER OF THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION

Promoting the Humane Management of Feral Cat Colonies

FULFILLING OUR MISSION

2017 has been a busy year for Sterile Feral
and neuter/spay, as each year has come to
be. On October 16, National Feral Cat Day, a
large group of cats was sent to our monthly
APL day for neuter/spay. Several small
colonies of 2 - 4 cats were also included,
but one very large group of about 25 cats
was trapped and sent from one location
in a small town. There were so many cats
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that trapping continued after the initial
cats were transported to APL and more
were then taken to our local veterinarians
and HSCI for neuter/spay before this effort
was completed. We hope that this particular
project will make a big difference in the
lives and health of the cats involved, and
also in the stability and safety for them in
their neighborhood.
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In addition, Sterile Feral has helped cats get
out of dangerous situations and into safety
and veterinary care this year. Eva, Eddie
and Peets are just three such examples.
Please read their stories on page 4.

Best wishes for the holiday season and
many thanks for continuing to help us
provide health, support and neuter/spay
for all the cats who come our way!

UPCOMING EVENTS

NORMAL COMMUNITY WEST HIGH SCHOOL CRAFT SALE November 18 from 9am - 3pm Sterile Feral will be in our usual
cafeteria spaces with many new, exciting crafts. Please plan to join us and support the cats!

STERILE FERAL CHRISTMAS TREE FOR THE CATS Kruger Animal Hospital lobby through the month of December. Please donate
food or gift cards which can be used for the cats. Friskies pate canned and Purina dry foods preferred. Donations were low last
year--please remember the cats this Christmas!

ILLINI CAT CLUB CAT SHOW March 3 & 4,2018. 10am - 3pm both days. Located at the Urbana Wyndham Garden Hotel (off 1-74
at Urbana, IL). Sterile Feral has never participated in this event before. There is a large attendance anticipated. Please plan to join
this exciting new experience with us if possible!
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FROM THE STERILE FERAL BOARD

Greetings Sterile Feral Supporters,

We love our twice yearly dinners and people who attend say they love them too. We want to continue our April
spaghetti dinner and October pork dinner (with those wonderful potatoes!). We have also enjoyed the Knights
of Columbus location and would like to stay there. It is in a good central location with dining and kitchen areas
perfect for what we need. However, new requirements ask that Sterile Feral pay a $300 fee for each dinner, which
is more than we feel we can afford to lose from our profit. Qur cook works very hard to obtain food and supplies at
minimum cost to Sterile Feral and then cooks a delicious meal everyone will enjoy. Our retail division works very
hard to transport and set up sale items in a very short period of time for shopping at these events. Sterile Feral
needs to make the maximum amount of money possible from these efforts. After all, this money goes directly to
pay veterinary bills for the cats.

We are asking readers to consider sponsoring these dinners with donations generous enough to cover the $300
fee or for suggestions of other locations which may be available and affordable. Please call or email to give your
pledge of support or location suggestions to:

309-663-4406 and leave message or
sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com

We need to plan and schedule our April dinner soon!
Thanks you for any help you can offer.

Sue Stelma
Nancy Herrell
Sheryl Stout
Kathie Toberman

Sterile Feral also has shelters available to loan. Igloos
and doghouses suitable for sleeping or eating shelters.
Please call 309-663-4406 for more information.
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HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Loving Memory of Smokie and Midnite and our 5 additional
cats. Also to those who came to us before them.
- Shirley & Bill Sengpiel

In Memory of Lilly, Grace and Beatrice.
- The Papuga Family

In Memory of Shadow, Daisy and Marble.
- Dennis & Irene Bourgerie

In Honor of Toby.
- Charles & Anita Crowe

In Memory of Buddy 2 and in Honor of all my 4-legged
friends who live with me.
- Beverly Golianis

In Honor of Schyler and Judy Balding who rescued and
dearly love Dot, Cal and Elvis.
- Sadie & Darrell Brommer

In Memory of Stanley, Creamy, Tigger, Merlin and Fluffers--all
much loved and gone too soon.
- Kathie Toberman

In Memory of Shadow Herrell--what a wonderful cat and
a long life.
- Kathie Toberman

WILLS & BEQUESTS

Please include Sterile Feral in your estate planning. This will
ensure that our love and caring for cats continues beyond our
lifetimes. They need our help now and in the future! Suggested
bequest language: “I give (specific amount or property) to the
Sterile Feral Foundation, having its principal address of PO Box
3413, Bloomington, IL, 61702-3413, for its general purpose to
help stray, abandoned, and feral cats. Tax ID 37-1397303.”
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STATE FARM EMPLOYEES & RETIREES

State Farm now has a Matching Gift Program and Sterile
Feral Foundation is one of the non-profit organizations
that qualifies to receive this benefit. Contributions must
be a minimum of $25.00 and must not exceed $1500.00
per calendar year. To create a matching gift request,
please follow these steps:

1. Make your donation to Sterile Feral Foundation.

2. Log onto the internet and type in the address line:
www.cybergrants.com/statefarm/gives

3. Enter your Associate ID/Agent Code number in the
"Associate ID" field.

4. Click the "Create your Password" link in red.

5. Enter required information and create a password and
click "Save".

5. Review the Matching Gift Program Terms and Conditions.
For any questions you may call 1-877-369-0872 or email:
home.sf-foundation494b00(@statefarm.com

Doubling all your donations to Sterile Feral through this
program has great potential for much needed funds. Please
participate today!
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SIZZLING SUMMER RESCUES

-

EVA - She was a tortie kitten found abandoned outside in a trailer court with
some other kittens and taken in by a kind person. The other kittens were
adopted out but no one wanted Eva because she appeared to have a broken
leg. Thankfully, one of our own people learned of this situation and was able
to intervene with foster and veterinarian care. Radiology showed that the
leg was not really broken at all and after a few weeks of cage rest, she was
fine. Vet care, a spay surgery and all health necessities were provided as this
kitten was readied for a a 4-star, wonderful home that just seemed to fall
inour laps at the perfect time. That almost never happens! Eva was actually
lucky that no one else wanted her due to her leg injury because she ended up

at an elderly age.
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with the best home ever. Her picture
tells us she has grown into a beautiful
cat. Many thanks to everyone who
intervened in her behalf and to her
generous and caring adopters. May
Eva and family have long, happy lives
together!
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EDDIE - He is a handsome black and white gentleman who is at least 12
years old. Eddie was also found outside in a trailer court in the extreme
heat--starving, dehydrated, abandoned, declawed and circling in a confused
manner. He could not maintain his balance and kept falling over. He was taken
inside by a concerned person who realized he needed to be cooled down in
air-conditioning and given water, which he drank and drank. He was then
sent to a Sterile Feral person and provided with much needed veterinary
care to stabilize his condition. The vet exam also showed an abscess on his
head which needed treatment. He is now in a permanent indoor home and
has proven to a great guy. He is very loving and accepting of people and
other cats. He is a very trusting cat who probably sought the comfort of the
wrong cat outside, and got bit on the head instead! We hope for many good
years yet ahead for such a gentle guy who was cruelly abandoned outside



PEETS - He is a sweet, funny orange and white guy who showed up as a Peets is a young adult male, now
tame cat at a feeding station. He was eagerly ready to run across the street neutered and in a foster home
for food when our feeder realized this and ran to him instead. He quickly because he was too tame to safely
learned to wait safely on his side of the street so she could feed him there. return to the Bloomington streets. He
has a lot of personality, is very loving
and playful, and is good with people
and other cats alike. We hope for the
perfect, loving and permanent home
for this charming guy.

B SITTING CAT GARDEN STAKES FOR SALE

Sterile Feral Foundation is offering beautiful cat garden stakes for only $35
to support our non-profit organization. Our own Sterile Feral Foundation cat
logo inspired the design created by Morris Tick Steel. These heavy duty steel
garden stakes will last for years. The cat’s body measures 12" Hx 9.25" W
e NEW COLORS, hammered copper, bronze & black, very popular! Order yours

" ﬁ today by contacting us at sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com or (309)
663-4406. Make checks payable to Sterile Feral Foundation.
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You can help the cats by doing your grocery shopping! Please call the hotline
at(309) 663-4406 to request your card. Present your card at check-out and
Sterile Feral will receive:

1% on your monthly purchases up to $300
2% on your monthly purchases up to $301 - $600
3% on your monthly purchases between $601 - $999 "Ii“%ﬂ

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION! lE!I“
THE FERAL lemou | FALL/WINTER 2017 5



THE SCOOP ON PARASITES

Good health care is essential for all cats;
inside, outside or feral. The cat does not
necessarily have to be tame to achieve
this, although it is sometimes easier
when they are! The cats' lives are more
comfortable and enjoyable because of it.
Who among us enjoys life when we are
suffering? Itis especially important that
cats are in their best health possible as
the weather turns colder. The healthy cat
gains weight for winter, grows a thicker
coat and is well hydrated. OQutside cats
are much more likely to withstand a cold
or severe winter if they go into it in
good health.

A very important issue for any age kitten
or cat is parasites. Almost all kittens
are born with some type of worms. If
left untreated, these intestinal parasites
will sap the nutrients out of the cat and
diarrhea will cause dehydration, which
is often life-threatening. It is not only
outside cats who can get worms hut
we see some major infestations in the
feral groups we neuter/spay, as well as
individual cats who receive neuter/spay
at our local veterinarians.

There are several ways to address and
kill these worms. Oral liquids and pills
can easily be given to tame cats, or can
be put into wet food for ferals. Injections
are also available to replace pills that
are bitter-tasting and unlikely to be
eaten in food. Revolution is an external
topical treatment which is put on the
back of the cat's neck and kills fleas,
ear mites, round worms and hookworms.
Second doses of some of these drugs
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are needed, especially for roundworms,
fleas and ear mites. Praziquantel is a pill
or injection especially for tapeworms. If
your cat or colony has ever had fleas and/
or has eaten prey, they probably have
tapeworms. These attach themselves to
the stomach or intestinal lining and the
cat needs to get rid of these as well.

Fleas are a major health concern for
indoor and outdoor cats. Make no
mistake--fleas can and and do kill cats
by causing anemia. Every summer in
this area seems to get worse for the cats
and better for the fleas and ticks due
to the milder winters in recent years.
Cats die every year due to fleas. For
tame cats or ferals under sedation for
surgery, the topical treatments work
the best--Revolution, Frontline and
Advantage are often recommended
by veterinarians. There are look-alike
topicals that are cheaper but many do
not work as well or at all. Capstar is a
pill that kills all adult fleas within 24
hours and can be repeated as needed.

A topical should still be applied to make

sure the protection lasts for 1 month and
also kills any eggs and larvae. Baths are
usually no longer necessary except to
remove an excessive amount of flea dirt
on a cat that has been infested. When
you see the water turn red, that is your
cat's blood the flea has digested and
eliminated. It is best to get control of
fleas by preventive treatment early in
the year instead of waiting until your
house or colony housing area is infested
and your cats are suffering and dying.

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are needed for a variety of
activities! Please call 309-663-4406 or
email sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com.

S



HELP THE CATS BY SHOPPING!

Shop at smile.amazon.com and help the cats! Visit this website and select

Sterile Feral Foundation. A small amount (0.5%) of your purchase will go to amazonsm | le
the cats! It’s easy for us to do and it can really add up for the felines! i deacil e

FEATURED ARTIST

Allison Milner, a 2015 Bradley graduate in graphic design and interactive media,
has graciously donated some of her artwork to Sterile Feral for fund-raising.
She is also available to be commissioned for pet and human portraits. For
private commissions, please contact her at: allisonmilner93@gmail.com.

Her prices are $100 per subject for digital and $200 per subject for traditional
paintings. The artwork shown here may be purchased from Sterile Feral by
contacting us at 309-663-4406 or sterileferalfoundation@gmail.com

5 x 7 prints are available for $5.00 each.
The 16 x 20 original acrylic painting (pictured to left) is $200.00.

Many thanks to Allison!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
We've got a new page, please visit
us for the latest news, events and
comments.:

Facebook.com/sterileferalil
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THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

PLEASE HELP BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO:
THE STERILE FERAL FOUNDATION
P.0. BOX 3413
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61702-3413

{ NAME :

{ ADDRESS: §
L CITY: STATE: ZIP: i
{ PHONE: E-MAIL: i

(1 Yes! Please include my honor or memorial in the next Sterile Feral newslefter!

: LI Please remove me from the Sterile Feral mailing list.



